Francis Tumblety (1833-1903)

Nationality : American

Occupation : Doctor
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Source: http://www.casebook.org/suspects/tumblety.html
Details :

· As a young man, Tumblety sold pornography AND drugs he’d stolen from the chemist where he worked. 
· 1850 – Tumblety starts a business as a  doctor. He always appears to be rich.

· Tumblety begins to dress up as a successful General wearing lots of medals, even though he’d never been in the army in his life?!? In Boston, USA he started to throw parties to which he invited leading Generals and politicians, but he always invited only men.
· He also used to start shouting about how much he hated women, banging his fists on the table and walking quickly around the room.  

· One Colonel asked him why this was, and Tumblety took him into a small room in which he had a collection of uteri (wombs from womens bodies) in jars on the shelves.
· Tumblety told a story of how he’d been married as a young man. On his honeymoon he accused his wife of flirting with other men, but she told him he was being daft. Then one day he saw her walking into a building with a man in ‘a disreputable part of town’ (i.e. the red-light district). He went in and found out that before they were married, his wife had been a prostitute. From then on, he said, he ‘gave up on all womankind’.   

· Tumblety moved to Liverpool in March 1888.

· Tumblety was actually arrested and charged on suspicion of the Whitechapel murders on the 12th Novemver 1888 – he was free between 7th & 12th November? Why might this be important?? (think of the murder dates).
· He was due to stand trial in December 1888, but escaped to New York (via France) on November 1888.
· In New York, Tumblety was watched by the New York police department, but they couldn’t arrest him as they’d seen no evidence that he was guilty.
· He was front-page news in New York, yet amazingly no newspapers in England at the time even mentioned his name!?!
· 1903 – Tumblety died.

· 1913 – Chief Inspector John Littlechild (a high-up police chief) described Tumblety in a letter, as a ‘very likely suspect’.
· 1993 – the letter was rediscovered and Tumblety, who’d been completely forgotten about for 105 years, becomes chief suspect yet again!?!?!      

So, to recap / points to think about :

1. Did Tumblety have the motive? (a reason for doing the crime).
2. Did Tumblety have the opportunity? (where was he when the crimes were committed?)

3. Does he fit your profile of the murderer?

4. Are there any other things that you notice about Tumblety which may be important in the case?

· How closely does Francis Tumblety fit your own profile of Jack the Ripper?
· Does Tumblety’s life give any clues?
