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Developing Map Skills.

The Bridging unit will target Year 6 students, and focus on developing their understanding of and use of maps. We shall then follow this work in Year 7 by studying maps once more, but by taking the skills further. The Bridging unit will address the following links to the Key Stage 2 Programme of Study.
	Geographical Enquiry and Skills
	Examples.

	2a) to use appropriate geographical vocabulary  
	Contour lines, North South East and West, Scale, 

	2b)to use appropriate fieldwork techniques and instruments 
	Field Sketches of the local area - and school environment and using Digital cameras.

	2c)  to use atlases and globes, and maps and plans at a range of scales  
	Using, keys, grids and contents pages.

	2d)  to use secondary sources of information, including aerial photographs  
	Stories, information texts, the internet, satellite images, photographs, videos.

	2e) to draw plans and maps at a range of scales.
	A field sketch of the local area. 

	Breadth of study
	Examples

	6a) a locality in the United Kingdom
	The Dengie Peninsular.

	7c) Carry out fieldwork investigations outside the classroom.
	


Brief outline of the scheme of work
I have broken the scheme of work down into main topics which I want students to understand. I have not allocated a time limit to these topics as it will depend on the class teacher and the students involved. However, if all of the activities are completed then each topics will take approximately 1 ½ to 2 hours to cover.

	Core topic
	N.C ref
	Suggested activities
	Resources

	What are maps?
	2a

	Using the PowerPoint presentation, students are shown various different maps, from different situations. Students use this to mind map the various uses and types of maps.
	PowerPoint
Examples of Maps.

	Investigating Compass directions
	2a
2b
	Students are introduced to the idea of a compass Rose (NSEW) Students are taken outside of the classroom to take photos of the different compass directions which they use to make a class display. 
	Sugar Paper

Plain Paper

Felt pens

Camera (Digital)

compass

	Using scales on maps.
	2a
2b

2c

7c
	To introduce the concept of scale, the students are asked to measure different pieces of classroom / playground furniture. Once this is recorded, the students are introduced to the concept of scale. By using scale, the students can then draw a base map of the classroom / playground.
	A3 paper (outlined with classroom / playground)
Rulers / tapes

Recording sheets.

	Designing your own map.
	2a
2c

2e
	To better understand maps and in particular grid references, students shall produce an A3 3d Map of their classroom / playground / school. 
	A3 Paper / Card
Card Sheets

Glue  / tape.

	Finding places on maps using grid references.

	2c
2d
	Pupils can now add a physical grid to their map (using art straws) and attach to this gird references. The students are then shown how to use 4 fig grid references and then given a quiz using their 3d maps.

	Art Straws.
Sticky labels.

	What have I learnt about maps?
	
	To summarise the topic and unit, students will work on either a display or video diary explaining what they have learnt.
	Camcorder?

Display material.


For each of the topics above, a detailed “suggested” lesson plan follows. Please use these plans and adapt them for the needs of your students and school situation.
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