	Lesson 1 of 5                             Date                                               Class

	Vocabulary: homonym, letter, audience, formal, informal, apology, invitation, advertisement, post card
	Success Criteria

Children can:

	Lesson Activities
	

	Shared Reading
	· Introduce the text. Discuss the cover – title, author, publisher. Predict content.

· Read the story and associated letters up to the letter to Cinderella – read the letter associated with this but not the little book enclosed – that is for guided reading (
· Ask children to reread the letters and find out to whom it is written, who it is from, why it was written and categorize its purpose. Establish that letters have an audience and purpose and the style of the letter varies accordingly. 
	· identify different purposes for writing letters and begin to identify how the style of the letter alters according to audience and purpose.

	Word level work
	· Discuss the word letter and its different meanings i.e. letters that can be sent through the post and letters in the alphabet. 

· Explain that words which have the same spelling but different meanings are called homonyms. 

· VAK: Rhyme – PowerPoint resource provided to support this. Children say each line of the rhyme twice, doing an agreed action for each syllable in that line. My pupils:- 

· pat their head with one hand for nouns, 

· pat their legs using alternate hands for adjectives, 

· move their hand in a wave action for verbs, 

· clap clenched fists together with alternate hands on top for adverbs
· clap hands together twice one way then once the other and repeat for synonyms

· bring clenched fists together and apart in front of them for antonyms

· put hand into pretend phone position next to ear for homophone

· pat legs/knees with both hands simultaneously for homonyms 

· Discuss other examples of homonyms e.g. calf (young cow or bottom part of leg).
	· identify homonyms and suggest sentences to show their different possible meanings.


	Individual /

Group work
	· Group brainstorm/thought shower homonyms

· Share suggestions – discuss examples of possible sentences to demonstrate different meanings for same word.

· Individually compose pairs of sentences using their homonyms to show the different meanings
· Guided reading group (2) : read the Cinderella book together – look for more homonyms e.g. ball, wear, tears, coach, run, etc.
	

	Plenary
	· Revise what homonyms are, discuss the ones for spelling and possible meanings, give out homework tasks.

· Consider which other fairy tale characters may have letters in the book and the nature/subject of their letters.
	· define the term homonym and cite examples using sentences showing their correct use.

· predict additional content for the story. 

	Resources (including ICT resources) 

Suggested text: ‘The Jolly Postman or Other People’s Letters’ by Janet and Allan Ahlberg. 

Visualiser to enable text to be seen by all or multiple copies of the book; 
VAK presentation; 

Homonym activity sheet – adapt for use 
	Homework

a. spell homonyms   

b. write sentences for at least six of the given homonyms to show both meanings

c. write sentences for at least ten of the given homonyms to show both meanings

G&T: as for c but include own examples of homonyms.

	Evaluation


	Lesson 2 of 5                             Date                                               Class

	Vocabulary: letter, audience, purpose, conjunctions ‘and’’ and ‘then’, eg if, so, while, though, since, when (Y3) or ‘if . . .  then’, ‘ on the other hand’, ‘finally’, ‘so’ (Y4)
	Success Criteria

Children can:

	Lesson Activities
	

	Shared Reading
	· Continue to read the text.  Look at further examples of letters written for different purposes, ideally as part of a story based on, or including, letters. Suggested text: ‘The Jolly Postman’ by Janet and Allan Ahlberg. Read from the letter to ‘Grandma’ aka B. B. Wolf  to the end of the book.

· Discuss the purpose of the letters read.

· Review the purposes of all the letters in the book and discuss other possible reasons for writing letters.

· Ask children to reread one of the letters and find out who it is to and from, why it was written and what the reply might be like. Again, establish that letters have an audience and purpose and the style of the letter varies accordingly. 
	· identify the key features of different types of letters. 

.

	Sentence level work
	· Review and consolidate work on sentence structure and look for examples of different types of sentence in the letters read. See also Grammar for writing, Ref: 0107/2001, Year 3 unit 17 http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/publications/literacy/63317/  - the first example cited in this unit relates to a letter from Ginger by Charlotte Voake (Walker Books) which could be used to introduce work on conjunctions.
	· join sentences in more complex ways through using a widening range of conjunctions in addition to ‘and’ and ‘then’, eg if, so, while, though, since, when (Y3) or ‘if . . .  then’, ‘ on the other hand’, ‘finally’, ‘so’ (Y4)

	Individual /

Group work
	· Children explore the use of conjunctions to join provided sentences (some could be on workstations, others on paper). An example is provided (Conjunctions 1) but these would need matching to the reading ability of the pupils concerned.
· Share suggestions – discuss examples of possible sentences to demonstrate appropriate use of different connectives.

· Guided reading group (1): read the Cinderella book together – look for more homonyms e.g. ball, wear, tears, coach, run, etc. and for how connectives have been used to create complex sentences.
	

	Plenary
	· Revise what homonyms are. 

· Share examples where context of homonym determines its pronunciation and encourage pupils to read them out loud. Discuss how they decided how to pronounce the homonym. Contrasting sounds presentation is provided to help this.
	· define the term homonym and cite examples together with sentences showing their use.

	Resources (including ICT resources) 

Suggested text: ‘The Jolly Postman or Other People’s Letters’ by Janet and Allan Ahlberg. 

Multiple copies of text or Visualiser to enable text to be seen by all;
Conjunctions poster (Textease) for printing and display;

Conjunctions sentences (Textease document)
Contrasting sounds PowerPoint presentation

	Evaluation


	Lesson 3 of 5                             Date                                               Class

	Vocabulary: 
	Success Criteria

Children 

	Lesson Activities
	

	Shared Reading
	· Silly questions v1 presentation – Phonic Progression 6 and Spelling Bank Objective 14 work on homonyms. Think, Pair, Share activity.
	

	Sentence level work
	· Demonstrate how to write a letter in response to one of the letters included in the shared text. 
· Revise using ADDYN as aide memoir to letter layout (ADDYN = Address, Date, Dear…. , Yours . . . , Name).  If available, could use appropriate extract from the BBC Look and Read ‘Spywatch’ video. ADDYN poster in both word and Textease format included in resources. 
· Look at the conventions, layout and language features of letters. Note the purpose of each part of the text. 
	Children know the basic conventions in letter writing.

	Individual/

Group work
	· Introduce the individual writing task: writing letters in response to those in the shared text, different groups writing to different characters (differentiated tasks)

· This session’s task is to produce notes showing the ideas for responses to be included in body of the letter – paragraph headings leading to sentence themes. It is useful if this can be completed using appropriate ICT based software (for example, Textease IdeasMap or 2Simple’s 2Connect) alternatively, use post-its to write ideas on, then stick these onto larger sheet of paper so they can be rearranged easily in the next lesson.

Guided group: Work with support to produce their mindmap relating to one of the texts
	Children can make notes to inform their planning.

	Plenary
	Conscience Alley 
Pupils consider the questions they would like to ask the character to whom they are writing. One child volunteers to be the character. The other pupils form two parallel lines facing each other. The ‘character’ walks between the lines of pupils and can choose to ignore or answer questions being asked by others. 

Encourage pupils to think about how the person writing the question really would have responded to the original letter, the vocabulary they would use and the appropriate presentation they would adopt.
	Children are developing their ability to empathise with the point of view of others.
Children can listen and respond to questions posed by peers appropriately.

	Resources (including ICT resources) 

Suggested text: ‘The Jolly Postman or Other People’s Letters’ by Janet and Allan Ahlberg. 

Enough copies of the text or a Visualiser to enable text to be seen by all; 
Silly questions v1 PowerPoint presentation
BBC Look and Read ‘Spywatch’ video – if available
ADDYN poster (provided in both Word and Textease format) included in resources
Mind Map software, e.g. Textease IdeasMap or 2Simple’s 2Connect on available workstations for pupil use.

	Evaluation




	Lesson 4 of 5                             Date                                               Class

	Vocabulary: 
	Success Criteria

Children can:

	Lesson Activities
	

	Shared Writing
	· Review the use of connectives to improve sentences. Use examples of notes made by pupils in Lesson 4 to help explore the use of different connectives to help develop them. The BBC Revise Wise site has a useful introduction and activity at www.bbc.co.uk/schools/revisewise/english/spelling/15_act.shtml 
	Children able to respond appropriately to the silly questions.

	Sentence level work
	· Revise using ADDYN as aide memoir to letter layout. (Poster resource provided in Word and Textease formats) 
	Children know the basic conventions in letter writing

	Individual/

Group work
	· Group the notes from Lesson 3 into sections according to subject. 
· Discuss with talking partner to see how these could be improved.
· Create a mind map to help plan the structure of the letter. 
	Children can use their notes to inform their writing.

	Plenary
	· Revise what homonyms are. (Could use VAK presentation for Lesson 1 to help with this)
· Share examples where context of homonym determines its pronunciation and encourage pupils to read them out loud. Discuss how they decided how to pronounce the homonym. Contrasting sounds presentation is provided to help this.
	Children can differentiate between homonyms and homophones

	Resources (including ICT resources) 

Suggested text: ‘The Jolly Postman or Other People’s Letters’ by Janet and Allan Ahlberg. 

Multiple copies of the text or a Visualiser to enable text to be seen by all; 
Silly questions (2) presentation
ADDYN posters (used in Lesson 3 -Poster resource provided in Word and Textease formats)
Mind Map software, e.g. Textease IdeasMap or 2Simple’s 2Connect on available workstations for pupil use.
	Homework

Try to bring into school a letter you have received – or one that your parents do not object to you sharing with the class – for tomorrow’s lesson. Think about all the different types we have seen in the story and see if you can bring a similar example.

	Evaluation




	Lesson 5 of 5                             Date                                               Class

	Vocabulary: 
	Success Criteria

Children:

	Lesson Activities
	

	Shared 
	· Homonym challenge PowerPoint presentation to identify homonyms and alternate meanings for them. This is devised as a Think, Pair, Share activity.
· Share at a selection of letters brought in by pupils (as homework task from previous lesson)
	· respond appropriately to the silly questions.

	Sentence level work
	· Model the correct layout for the letter and rehearse sentences orally to show how to change the notes into sentences. Explain how to start a new paragraph when beginning to write about a new subject. Read the letter carefully and demonstrate how to re-draft particular sections, for example to avoid repetition. 
· ADDYN posters may help – see resources
	· know the basic conventions in letter writing

	Individual/

Group work
	· Pupils use their notes included in their mind maps to inform their writing whilst composing their letters to the selected characters, complete the task.
	· can use a mind map to help plan their work

	Plenary
	· Revise the use of ‘its’ (possessive form) and it’s (contracted form) – are they homophones or homonyms?

· Share some of the letters written by pupils, praising correct use of layout, presentation and content as appropriate.
· Discuss different types of letter received and written – formal and informal. Share further examples brought in by pupils following the previous lesson’s homework task.
	· can differentiate between homonyms and homophones
· identify the key features of different types of letters. 



	Resources (including ICT resources) 

Suggested text: ‘The Jolly Postman or Other People’s Letters’ by Janet and Allan Ahlberg. 

Multiple copies of the text or a Visualiser to enable text to be seen by all; 
Homonym Challenge PowerPoint presentation
ADDYN poster  (Poster resource provided in Word and Textease formats)
Mind Map software, e.g. Textease IdeasMap or 2Simple’s 2Connect on available workstations for pupil use.

Appropriate software/letter templates to help pupils to write their own letters, e.g. Textease CT, using the word bank facility to enable key vocabulary to be provided to support less able pupils writing. 

	Evaluation




