	
	Limbo
	Nothing’s Changed
	Island Man
	Blessing
	Two 

Scavengers
	Night of the Scorpion
	Vultures
	What Were They Like?

	Poet

Context

Narrator

Content
	Contemporary

Black Caribbean Poet who feels that heritage and culture is important

Slavery is the context for this poem.  Over 60 million black people died as a result of the slave trade

The poem is narrated in the first person

The poet compares the slave ship journey to the Limbo dance 
	A mixed race South African poet.  He chose to be black during apartheid 
Apartheid- South Africa.  Whites had the power, blacks had no power.

First person, personal and autobiographical

The poet returns to District 6, apartheid is no more but there is a new restaurant there, only whites could afford to eat there.  He is angry.  There is a still a huge difference for black and white people
	A Caribbean poet who emigrated to England.  She has written many poems 

Emigrating, leaving your roots and your culture behind

Third person, the experience of many

A man has emigrated from the Caribbean.  He dreams of his home every morning before he wakes up.  He lives in dull, grey London, it is a complete contrast to the beauty of the Caribbean
	An Indian, female poet

The miracle of water in a drought ridden country

First person, she is an eye witness, maybe it is something that the poet remembers from childhood

A water pipe bursts and all the people celebrate, they dance in it, they collect it, to them it is a miracle, a blessing from God
	A radical poet, who believed in free spirit not capitalism and money making

America and the American Dream in which everyone is supposed to be equal.  Everyone can be successful, all they need do is work hard

Third person, a general comment about class in America

A garbage truck and a Mercedes stop at traffic lights.  The garbage men are poor by comparison to the perfect Mercedes people
	An Indian poet.  

Third world countries, dangerous animals

First person, could be what happened to him

The narrator’s mother is bitten by a scorpion.  Many spells are chanted to save her.  She survives.  Her only concern is that the scorpion picked on her and not her children
	A Nigerian poet

The Holocaust, the civil wars and crimes against humanity in Nigeria 

Vultures

First person, the poet is speaking to the reader

The first half is about vultures and how evil and disgusting they are.  Yet they can still love!!

The second half is about a murdering Nazi who stops and buys sweets for his beloved children

Is this good or bad?
	A Vietnam war protester 

The Vietnam war and its destruction of Vietnam

First person, two speakers.  A naïve and ignorant questioner.  An informed and educated person to reply.

The questions are ignorant the replies clearly state how the peaceful and beautiful Vietnamese culture was ruined and destroyed by the war




	Language

Structure

Rhyme and rhythm
	The whole poem is an extended metaphor.  The Limbo dance is like the journey on the slave ship in that 

It is a miracle that any black people survived at all to continue their culture as so many were murdered in slavery

The whole rhyme and rhythm of the poem is like the Limbo dance and the beating of the waves on the slave ships
	There are many words and phrases to show the poet’s anger.

‘hands burn for a stone, a bomb’

Onomatopoeia – loud angry noises – ‘crunch’

Short rhythm to emphasise his anger


	Lots of beautiful and peaceful words to show how lovely the Caribbean is – ‘steady breaking and wombing’, ‘blue surf’, ‘wild seabirds’, ‘sun’…

Lots of onomatopoeia to show the noise of London:  ‘soar’, ‘surge’, ‘roar’…

The words used to describe London are a complete contrast to the words used to describe the Caribbean

The rhythm is longer and more peaceful about the Caribbean.  Some phrases are placed over to the right.  This gives the poem a fragmented, disjointed feel, this is how the man feels as he tries to settle in to another country
	Lots of precious words comparing the water to precious things:  ‘the sudden rush of fortune’, ‘silver crashes to the ground’…this metaphor clearly shows how precious the water was to the community

Lots of onomatopoeia to show the sound of the water, to show how much water there is:  ‘crashes’, ‘splash’,
	The poem is disjointed, it is rather like cuts in a movie.  Remember Hollywood is synonymous with USA and perfect people.  

Metaphor of ‘high seas of this democracy’ – it shouldn’t be a huge class divide as in America everyone is created equal – yet, the high seas implies that there is a huge class divide
	Lots of horror words to encompass the horror of the situation

The scorpion is compared to the devil (Evil One), this is a metaphor – to the primitive culture the scorpion could be an incarnation of the devil

Flame feeding is personification – it is like the flame is eating up his mother or eating up the scorpion’s poison
	Lots of revolting words to describe the vultures and what they do so that we are truly disgusted with them


	In the answers lots of violent images and words to sum up the violence of the war upon the Vietnamese people

The rhythm in the lines about the peaceful nature of the Vietnamese culture is long and calm – this sums up what they were like before the war.  The lines about the war and about the destruction of the Vietnamese people and their culture is short and sharp – sums up the brutal violence of the war and its destruction

	Themes

messages
	Slavery

A culture surviving

Importance of upholding your culture

It is important not to forget your roots.  Slavery was vicious and violent, it was a miracle any black people survived
	Apartheid

Racism

Inequality between blacks and whites
Despite the fact that apartheid is no more and that South Africa is being run by a black man, blacks still don’t have the same power and rights as whites
	Emigrating

It is hard to settle in to another country and to leave your culture, your home, your heritage behind.  It never leaves you
	Water is precious if you live in a drought ridden country

Blessings and miracles

We, in the Western World take water for granted
	Class divide

Hypocrisy

Pressure to be perfect and to have material goods

America is a hypocritical country.  Everyone is not created equal and the American Dream is not true
	Some cultures still believe in the gods, in ancient ideals and in primitive cures.  

Scorpions are a real threat in some countries

A mother’s love is completely selfless
	Evil and Good

Is it a good thing that evil things can love?   Does this give us hope?  Are they really ‘that’ evil?  

Is it a bad thing that evil things can love?  They can procreate and so evil will continue.
	War is destructive, violent and inhumane.  People who decide that there will be wars (Richard Nixon started the Vietnam War) are often deluded and ignorant as well as naïve.


