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Main focus on the poems from Cluster One

AQA English:  specification A

	The Exams

	English Paper 1
	English Paper 2


	English Literature

	· 1hr 45 mins

· Answer 3 questions

· Questions 1 and 2 are based upon ‘unseen’ media and non-fiction texts

· Roughly:  spend 30mins on Q1 and 30 mins on Q2

· Q3 is a writing question:  you will have to either write to argue, persuade or advise – spend 45 mins on this question
	· 1 hr 30 mins

· Answer 2 questions – one question from Section A and one question from Section B

· Section A:  a comparative poetry essay based upon the Different Cultures poems in your anthologies

· Section B:  a writing question:  you will have to either write to inform, explain or describe

· Spend roughly 45 minutes on each section
	· 1 hr 45 mins

· Answer 2 questions – one from Section A and one from Section B

· Section A is on your set text (Of Mice and Men/To Kill A Mockingbird/

Lord of the Flies

· Section B is on your pre-1914 poems + Duffy/Armitage OR Heaney/Clarke poems – one question comparing a group of poems linked to a particular theme a question on your set text (Of Mice and Men/To Kill A Mockingbird/

Lord of the Flies/I’m the King of the Castle


ENGLISH PAPER 2

Section B is a poetry comparison.  You have a choice of two questions.  One question will ask you to compare poems from Cluster 1.  The other question will ask you to compare poems from Cluster 2.  You only have to answer ONE question.  You may only have studied one of the clusters (you may have studied both).

How to answer a comparison

Make sure that you have read the question and know what your focus is

Brainstorm what you could mention to answer the question

1. Paragraph 1 – the poet; the context (if relevant); the type of poem (if relevant – ballad, etc); the title; what happens in the poem; the narrative voice – write about both poems

2. Paragraph 2 – the language and effects; the structure (only pick examples linked with the question you are answering) – write about both poems

3. Paragraph 3 – the tone/mood and the rhyme/rhythm and effects – write about both poems

4. Paragraph 4 – themes and overall message in both poems

5. Paragraph 6 – how both poems are similar/different and answering the question

Possible Essay Questions to practice for revision

  Cluster 1

1. What were they like? Makes a distinct political statement.  Choose another poem which makes a distinct political statement and compare the messages in each poem.

2. Limbo and Nothing’s Changed both make reference to past suffering.  What comment are the poets making about this suffering?

3. Island Man and Limbo both make reference to cultural heritage – comment on what the poets are saying about cultural heritage.

4. Two Scavengers in a Truck and Vultures are both making comments about society – what comment are the two poets making?

5. Blessing and Night of the Scorpion are both about major events – how important is the diverse cultural background in making these effective poems?

6. Night of the Scorpion and Vultures both use animals to convey their message.  How do they use the animals and how successful is this use of animals in conveying the poets’ messages?

ENGLISH PAPER 2
	How effectively have the poets of Blessing and Night of the Scorpion captured a miraculous moment of their cultures?

	Poet, context, style, title, narrator, content
	Both poems are written be poets who were born in India, hence both poems are, most likely, set in India.  India is a third world country.  Both poems are also narrated in the first person, suggesting that the events in both poems are autobiographical and personal.  The title Blessing suggests something wonderful from God and the title Night of the Scorpion sounds like some B-Horror Movie in which a scorpion attacks one night.  Blessing is about a very hot place in India, where water is scarce when a water pipe suddenly bursts spraying water everywhere.  The event is truly miraculous.  Night of the Scorpion is about the night that the narrator’s mother was bitten by a scorpion and how all of the villagers tried to free his mother of the Scorpion’s curse.

	Language and effects
	Both poets use striking language techniques to convey the miraculous events.  In Blessing, Imtiaz Dharker uses onomatopoeia to emphasise the sound and the amount of water: ‘crashes’, ‘rush’ and ‘roar’ are all onomatopoeic words which make the sound of the water powerful and awesome.  These sounds clearly evoke the miracle of water in that drought ridden place.  The water is also metaphorically compared to a ‘kindly god’, this implies that the water is like a blessing from God, a miracle.  In Night of the Scorpion, the poet uses much alliteration to emphasise the severity and the horror of the situation:  ‘stung….scorpion’, ‘poison purify’ and ‘flame feeding’.  This alliteration is strong and powerful suggesting that the curse of the scorpion is strong and powerful but so too, perhaps more so, is the miraculous belief of the people, their faith and their religion.  Finally, the true miracle is the survival of the narrator’s mother.

	Rhyme/

rhythm, structure, tone and mood
	Neither poem rhymes.  Blessing has a rhythm which slowly bursts into speed like the water,  this pace emphasises the miraculous power of the water.  The poem is even shaped like a thin, narrow, yet powerful gush of water, like the water bursting forth from the ‘municipal pipe’.  The rhythm in Night of the Scorpion is strong and regular like the powerful chanting of the villagers as it competes with the power of the scorpion’s poison.  The miracle rests in the victory of the people over the scorpion.  The mood in Blessing is one of awe and wonder.  A miraculous mood.  The mood in Night of the Scorpion is tense and frightening.  A miraculously powerful mood whose power is intensified with the quiet, soft, miraculous three line stanza at the end.  Perhaps the true miracle is not the mother’s survival but the selflessness of a mother,

‘Thank God the scorpion picked on me,

And spared my children.’

	Themes and message
	The theme in both poems is definitely one of a miracle.  Water in a drought ridden place is miraculous and the survival of a mother is universally miraculous.  However, the cultural setting for the poems can determine what is miraculous and what is not.  Water in the Western World is taken for granted and scorpions are not an everyday threat.  To the Western World the end of terrorism would perhaps be more of a culturally relative miracle.

	Conclusion
	Both poems are about miraculous events successfully conveyed as miracles through the respective poets’ use of language and structure.  The miracles are personal and relative to culture.


	The poets of Two Scavengers in a Truck and Nothing’s Changed are both making political comments about their countries.  Comment on what each poet is conveying.


Use the structure to respond.

Use the sample essay to help you.

	Poet, context, style, title, narrator and content of both poems

	Language and effects in both poems:  only refer to those ones which are best suited to your question

	Rhyme, Rhythm, structure, tone, mood of both poems – relate what you say to the question

	Themes and messages in both poems: relate what you say to the question

	Conclusion:  sum up and answer the question


	Hints for English Paper 2 Section A

· Remember to refer back to the question as often as possible

· Remember to put quotes on a separate line

· Remember to use paragraphs, connectives and to use formal, sophisticated language

· Remember to try to offer more than one interpretation of things




ENGLISH PAPER 2
Section B is a writing question, you will have to write to either inform, explain or describe

	Inform
	Explain
	Describe

	· FACT NOT OPINION

· CLEAR

· FORMAL
	· FACT

· CLEAR

· FORMAL
	· LOTS OF ADJECTIVES

· CLEAR

· WELL STRUCTURED

· VARIETY OF SENTENCE LENGTHS

	Hints:

· Plan your work by brainstorming

· Turn each arm on your brainstorm into a paragraph in your essay

· Add on an introduction and a conclusion

· Begin each paragraph with a connective + a comma + try also to use some connectives within a sentence

· Begin each paragraph with a topic sentence = this is a sentence which literally outlines what the paragraph is going to be about

· Use formal language and sophisticated vocabulary

· Pay attention to your spelling and your punctuation

	Sample Questions:

· Write a letter to your headteacher informing them of how you plan to raise money for Comic Relief Day

· Write an article for the school magazine explaining how students can take part in a sponsored walk to raise money for charity

· Write a description of somewhere special that you know

· Write an article for a local newspaper informing them of how the council could improve facilities for teenagers in the area

· Write a letter to the prime minister explaining how they could help Climate Change

· Write a descriptive story opening to a horror story describing a haunted house in the middle of the woods on a stormy night


Writing at C and above (Describe):

The storm raged through the darkness, howling and wet.  At intervals, the woods were set on fire by a brilliant flash of forked lightning.  The crash of thunder severed the blanket of darkness with an extremely disconcerting regularity.

The woods were thick and ancient, moved around and around wildly by the storm; branches fell off trees and plummeted to the muddy earth below.  

Not many humans ever set foot in these woods.

For centuries an air of mystery and horror had remained enclosed within its boundaries.  No-one knew why the woods were so feared.  No-one could remember.  All the villagers knew was to go into the woods was suicide.

Last Halloween three teenage girls had entered the woods on a dare.

They had never returned.

No bodies had ever been found.

Only a blood stained strip of torn nightgown was ever recovered.

What these three unfortunate girls had discovered was an abandoned, desolate house.  Decrepit and tumbling down.  They had entered the house and their screams on entering had been heard by nothing and by no-one.  Screams which had been cut abruptly and brutally short by the violent ending of their three young lives.

The house sat in its clearing.  Blinking like an evil eye; watching and waiting for victims to devour.  A broken shutter banged, unheard, in the storm; a spider clung desperately to its web.

The house waited…

Patiently…

Soon someone would come.

Soon.

