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Focus is mainly on Duffy/Armitage + pre-1914

AQA Specification A

	The Exams


	English Paper 1
	English Paper 2


	English Literature

	· 1hr 45 mins

· Answer 3 questions

· Questions 1 and 2 are based upon ‘unseen’ media and non-fiction texts

· Roughly:  spend 30mins on Q1 and 30 mins on Q2

· Q3 is a writing question:  you will have to either write to argue, persuade or advise – spend 45 mins on this question
	· 1 hr 30 mins

· Answer 2 questions – one question from Section A and one question from Section B

· Section A:  a comparative poetry essay based upon the Different Cultures poems in your anthologies

· Section B:  a writing question:  you will have to either write to inform, explain or describe

· Spend roughly 45 minutes on each section
	· 1 hr 45 mins

· Answer 2 questions – one from Section A and one from Section B

· Section A is on your set text (Of Mice and Men/To Kill A Mockingbird/

Lord of the Flies

· Section B is on your pre-1914 poems + Duffy/Armitage OR Heaney/Clarke poems – one question comparing a group of poems linked to a particular theme a question on your set text (Of Mice and Men/To Kill A Mockingbird/

Lord of the Flies/I’m the King of the Castle




Section B:  Poems

	Heaney/Clarke + pre-1914 poems


OR

	Duffy/Armitage + pre-1914 poems

	THERE WILL BE MANY QUESTIONS, CHOOSE ONE THAT YOU CAN ANSWER, ONE THAT YOU HAVE STUDIED THE POEMS FOR


Thematic Linking Revising the Poems

	Parents and Children

	Before You Were Mine

	Mother any distance

	Homecoming

	Kid

	On My First Sonne

	Song of the old mother

	Affliction of Margaret

	Little boy lost/found

	We remember…

	Violence/Anger

	Havisham

	Education for Leisure

	Kid

	Hitcher

	My Last Duchess

	The Laboratory

	Those bastards

	Age and Change

	Kid

	Homecoming

	The female position  (in a patriarchal world)

	Havisham

	Anne Hathaway

	Elvis…

	Salome

	The Laboratory

	Song of the old mother

	My Last Duchess

	Death

	November

	Kid

	I’ve made out a will

	On 

My First Sonne

	My Last Duchess

	The Laboratory

	Mother any distance

	Crime

	Havisham

	Education for Leisure

	The Hitcher

	Kid

	My Last Duchess

	The Laboratory

	Stealing

	Love and Relationships

	Before you were mine

	Havisham

	Anne Hathaway

	Sonnet 130

	Mother any distance

	Kid

	My Last Duchess

	The Laboratory

	Sonnet (14 lines)

	Those bastards…

	I’ve made out a will…

	Anne Hathaway

	The Laboratory

	Sonnet 130

	First Person

	EVERY KEY POEM IS WRITTEN IN THE FIRST PERSON

	Grief

	Havisham

	Kid

	On My First Sonne

	The Affliction of Margaret


ENGLISH LITERATURE POETRY

Parents and Children

Model essay structure

Parents and Children

	Parents often make many sacrifices for their children.  Referring in detail to The Song of the Old Mother by WB Yeats and Before You Were Mine by Carol Ann Duffy, as well as to at least two other poems, discuss how the various poets have explored this theme in their poems.

	Brief information on the poems and poets of the two key poems – Duffy/Yeats

	What are the two key poems about?  Relate this to the theme in the question:  can use a quote to back up what you say at times too.

(Before You Were Mine is narrated in the first person, suggesting that it is the poet herself speaking and that the poem is autobiographical.  The poet, looking at an old photograph of her mother when she was younger, imagines the fun and carefree life her mother used to lead the decade before she became the poet’s mother,

‘I’m ten years away from the corner you laugh on’.

The poem explores the sacrifices and the changes the poet’s mother made when she became a mother.  When she becomes a mother, she is no longer the ‘bold girl winking in Portobello’.

On the other hand, The Song of the Old Mother by WB Yeats is…)



	The main ideas, attitudes and feelings of the poets in both poems – relate this to the theme in question:

(In The Song of the Old Mother, the poet explores the notion of the sacrifice and hard work a woman has to endure in order to be a ‘mother’.  The mother in the poem works very hard to ensure her children are well looked after.  She gets up very early, at ‘dawn’ to begin the tasks necessary to look after them.  The mother is probably not even that old, she has become old because she is a mother, which is a hard, often thankless task.  The children in this poem seem oblivious and unappreciative of the work their mother does for them:

‘And their day goes over in idleness’.

Neither do the children help their mother.

Similarly, Before You Were Mine also explores this theme…)


	Discuss some of the key features of language, structure and form which relate to the question:

(In The Song of the Old Mother, the poet uses many long vowel sounds to ensure the rhythm is long and tired:

‘blow, glow; sweep, peep’.

This tired rhythm echoes the exhaustion that the mother feels as she makes her never-ending sacrifices for her children.)

	Discuss how the theme of parental sacrifice is presented in these two poems and in two other poems at least:

(In conclusion,Parental sacrifice is presented as an inevitable part of being a parent in both The Song of the Old Mother and Before You Were Mine.  Yeats seems to be implying that the mother, despite her exhaustion, still continues her endless sacrifice.  She doesn’t seem to change the ‘idleness’ of her children, but instead accepts it as normal.  Duffy, writing as the child, also seems to expect the sacrifice her mother made as inevitable.  There is an element of the possessive about Duffy too, implying that the sacrifice and change a woman makes to become a mother is expected of the child.  In The Affliction of Margaret the mother narrating this poem has also sacrificed much of her peace of mind because of the worry over her child….)


ENGLISH LITERATURE POETRY
Love and Relationship Questions

1. Love can cause devastating effects,  in relation to The Afflication of Margaret and to Havisham, referring to at least two other poems, discuss how the poets have presented the devastating effects of love.

2. Love can lead to negative emotions, discuss this concept and how it is presented in The Laboratory and Havisham, referring to at least two other poems to support your views.

3. Parental love is a love full of sacrifice.  Discuss this idea with specific reference to Mother Any Distance and The Song of the Old Mother, refer to at least two other poems to support your views.

4. Love can be a disappointment.  Discuss this in relation to Havisham and Kid, referring to at least two other poems to support your views.

5. Love and Hate are closely linked.  Discuss this with specific relation to The Laboratory and to Havisham.  Refer to at least two other poems to support your views.

6. The death of a loved one can be painful, whether it be a metaphorical death or a literal death.  Discuss this in relation to Kid and On My First Sonne referring to at least two other poems to support your views.

7. In Sonnet 130 and in Anne Hathaway Shakespeare is either loved or loving.  Discuss the presentation of being loved or loving in these two poems referring to expressions of love in at least two other poems.

8. Love can be positive or it can be negative.  Discuss this notion in relation to Kid and to My Last Duchess.  Refer to at least two other poems to support your views.

Questions on Anger

1. The narrator is angry in Education for Leisure and The Laboratory.  Discuss how this anger is presented and the reasons for this anger in these two poems.  Remember to refer to at least two other poems to support your views.

2. Kid and My Last Duchess are both about anger in that the narrators are angry at people who were close to them.  Discuss the presentation and the results of this anger, referring to at least two other poems to support your views.

3. Havisham and the woman narrating The Laboratory are both angry.  Discuss the presentation for their anger and the reasons behind their anger.  Remember to refer to at least two other poems to support your views.

4. The narrator in Education for Leisure is angry.  The narrator in The Song of the Old Mother is NOT angry – discuss the reasons for this anger or lack of anger.  Remember to refer to at least two other poems to support your views.

5. In My Last Duchess and Education for Leisure the narrators’ anger led to crime.  Discuss the reasons for this and how the crime has been presented.  Remember to refer to at least two other poems to support your views.

Questions on The Female Voice

1. How is the female voice presented in Havisham and The Laboratory?  Refer to at least two other poems to support your views.

2. In Anne Hathaway and Sonnet 130 one gets an impression of the ‘mistress’:  what impression does one get and how does the gender of the poet effect the meaning?  Remember to refer to at least two other poems to support your views.

3. How is the female voice presented in Havisham and The Laboratory?  Refer to at least two other poems to support your views.

4. How has the female voice been presented by a male poet in My Last Duchess and by a female poet in Anne Hathaway?  Refer to at least two other poems to support your views.

5. How has Duffy transcended patriarchy in her poems and how has Browning upheld patriarchy in his poems?  

6. How has Kid have a distinctly male voice and how has Education for Leisure has an ambiguous voice and why has Duffy made it so?  Remember to refer to at least two other poems to support your views.

7. How are the emotions in ON MY First Sonne not typical male emotions and how are the emotions in Education for Leisure typical male emotions?  Refer to at least two other poems to support your views.

Questions on Violence

1. Education for Leisure and Hitcher both contain acts of violence.  Referring to these to poems and to two other pre-1914 poems, discuss what the violence reveals about the narrators of these poems.

2. Havisham and The Laboratory both have female narrators fantasising about acts of violence.  Referring to at least one other pre-1914 poem and one other poem by either Simon Armitage or Carol Ann Duffy, discuss how violence can seem a perfect solution to certain emotions/situations.

3. Is the violence in Hitcher and My Last Duchess at all justified?  Remember to refer to at least two other poems in your answer.

Questions on Age and Change

1. Mother any distance and On My First Sonne are both about some sort of change.  What are the changes in these poems and how do the narrators/characters react to the change?  Remember to refer to at least two other poems in your response.

Questions on Death

1. On My First Sonne and The Laboratory are both in some way, about death.  Discuss the reactions of the narrators to death in these poems. Remember to refer to at least two other poems in your response.

2. Kid and The Affliction of Margaret both contain death (imagined or symbolic).  Discuss how the narrators react to death in these poems.  Remember to refer to at least two other poems in your response.

3. Hitcher and My Last Duchess both contain death.  What it the point of the deaths in these poems?  Remember to refer to at least two other poems in your response.

Questions on Crime

1. Crime doesn’t pay.  Discuss this assumption in both My Last Duchess and Hitcher.  Remember to refer to at least two other poems in your response.

2. Crime in My Last Duchess and Education for Leisure does make a comment about the societies in which both of these poems are set.  What comment is/are the poets making about these societies?  Remember to refer to at least two other poems in your response.

3. We Remember Your Childhood Well and The Laboratory both contain criminal acts.  How have the poets used language and structure to present these acts?  Remember to refer to at least two other poems in your response.

ENGLISH LITERATURE

Section A:  Set Text

	Of Mice and Men, To Kill A Mockingbird, Lord of the Flies, I’m the King of the Castle…

	Answering a question on a literature text

· Paragraph 1 and 2 will always be about the author and the social, historical context

· Look at the question you are answering.  If it is about a character brainstorm the character and any themes related to them.

· Each arm on your brainstorm will be a paragraph in your essay.

· Remember to back up what you say with a quote and explain how the quote backs you up.

· Only pick points about the character which are related to the question

· If the question is about a theme follow the same procedure as for character.

· Conclude – answer the question




Note:  if the question is based on the social and historical context still include your brief paragraphs 1 and 2 but then brainstorm what you could say about the context and each one of those will be a paragraph in your essay

Past Paper Questions Of Mice and Men

1. How does Steinbeck present loneliness and isolation in the novel?

Write about:

· Characters who are lonely and isolated

· Why they are lonely and isolated

· How Steinbeck’s settings are used to reflect the characters’ loneliness and isolation

2. How does Steinbeck prepare you for the idea that the death of Curley’s wife is inevitable?

3. Which character in Of Mice and Men do you most sympathise with and why?

Write about:

· Why you sympathise with this character

· How the writer makes you sympathise with this character by the way that he writes

4. When Lennie has killed Curley’s wife, George says, ‘I should of knew…I guess maybe way back in my head I did’.  How does Steinbeck show that Lennie was always going to get into serious trouble?

Write about:

· What Lennie is like

· The things that Lennie does

· How Lennie behaves with other characters

· How Steinbeck shows that Lennie’s death is unavoidable

5. Write about the significance of Lennie in Of Mice and Men

6. Remind yourself of the first five paragraphs of the novel, up to the sentence ‘the small man stepped nervously beside him’

Write about:

· The events in the rest of the novel which are suggested by what happens here

· How details prepare you for what George and Lennie are like

· How words and phrases are used to suggest later developments

7. Lennie, Candy and Crooks are all victims.  How does the writer show this?

Write about:

· The different ways in which each of these three characters is a victim

· How the writer shows that each of them is a victim

8. The first section or chapter of the novel takes place in the clearing in the brush, the night before George and Lennie arrive at the ranch.  How does this opening prepare the reader for what happens in the rest of the novel?

Write about:

· How the actins and conversation of George and Lennie help to prepare the reader for what happens later in the novel

· How other things in the chapter help to prepare the reader for what will happen later in the novel

· How the writer introduces important themes and ideas in this chapter

9. Which character in Of Mice and Men do you most sympathise with and why?

Write about:

· What Lennie is like

· The things that Lennie does

· How Lennie behaves with other characters

· How Steinbeck shows that Lennie’s death is unavoidable

10. Of Mice and Men ends where it begins, with George and Lennie, alone by the pool.  What is your response to the ending of the novel?

Write about:

· Your feelings about George’s decision to shoot Lennie

· Ways in which Steinbeck prepares us for this ending

· Why the writer chooses to end the story in this way

· Whether the ending suggests that the friendship between George and Lennie was pointless

11. Write about the importance of different places in Of Mice and Men, real or imagined

12. Write about some of the strengths and weaknesses of some of the characters in Of Mice and Men.  Choose three of these characters:  Lennie, Slim, Curley’s Wife, Crooks

Write about:

· The strengths of your chosen characters

· The weaknesses of your chosen characters

· How the writer shows their strengths and weaknesses

· Who do you think is the strongest of these characters and why

13. Write about the animals that you think are important in Of Mice and Men

Write about:

· Ways they are important to characters in the novel

· How they help to show what different characters are like

· Ways in which the writer uses animals to interest you as a reader

14. How does Steinbeck create as sense of insecurity in the novel?

You should write about:

· Why some characters may feel insecure

· Uses of language

· The contribution of settings

· Other features which create a sense of insecurity

