	Poem
	Poet, context, narrator, content
	Themes and messages

	Havisham
	Carol Ann Duffy – a modern poet, a feminist.  She often gives a voice to silenced females.  Havisham is based on Miss Havisham a character from Charles Dickens’ Great Expectations.  In the book, Miss Havisham is a jilted spinster, she was jilted on her wedding day.  Since that day her life has stopped.  The poem is narrated in the first person, it is Miss Havisham herself speaking, it is a dramatic monologue.  Havisham (Duffy feels no need to mention the Miss as Havisham is a character in her own right now) speaks out about how angry she is and how she’d like to punish the man who jilted her.  Then she goes on to say how she’d like to punish all men:  ‘Give me a male corpse for a long slow honeymoon’.
	ANGER

VIOLENCE

VOICE TO A WOMAN SILENCED BY PATRIARCHY

DRAMATIC MONOLOGUE

FIRST PERSON

LOVE

RELATIONSHIPS

Women have a right to have a voice, to be angry and not to be mere victims of men.  Charles Dickens (a male writer) has made Miss Havisham into a victim.  Women should be angry.  It is not good to ruin your whole life just because of a man, it is very destructive.

	Elvis’ Twin Sister
	
	VOICE TO A WOMAN WHO IS SILENCED BY PATRIARCHY 

RELATIONSHIPS

WOMEN ARE BETTER THAN MEN

FIRST PERSON

Unlike Elvis the sister is pure and good.  Women are better than men.  Women are not as easily corrupted as men.  Women can be just as good as men

	Anne Hathaway
	She was Shakespeare’s wife.  The poem is narrated by Anne, it is a sonnet (a fourteen line love poem, made popular by Shakespeare).  In the sonnet, Anne describes the beauty of her relationship with Shakespeare.  How their love making was perfect, with her husband treating their love making as if he were writing a beautiful poem or play.  There is an extended metaphor throughout the poem where Anne is comparing their love and their love making to the process of Shakespeare writing.  

‘Some nights, I dreamed he’d written me, the bed

A page beneath his writer’s hands.’

The irony rests with the fact that despite her adulation for her husband’s creative talent, Anne has written a sonnet which is as great as any her husband could have written
	VOICE TO A WOMAN WHO IS SILENCED BY PATRIARCHY
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LOVE

BEHIND EVERY GREAT MAN THERE HAS TO BE A GREAT WOMAN

SONNET

Women can be as good as men, they can write as well as any man.  It is a shame that they don’t know that they can as patriarchy dominates.  During Shakespeare’s time women couldn’t write and they couldn’t even act (all parts in Shakespeare’s plays would have been played by men).  By giving Anne Hathaway a voice that she didn’t have during the sixteen hundreds, Duffy is imbuing the silenced female with a voice and a very talented one


	Salome
	She was the original femme fatale, the original dangerous woman, the woman who epitomises the very reason why men feel insecure and that they need to control women.  Salome is the legendary figure who requested John the Baptist’s head on a platter.
	VOICE TO A SILENCED WOMAN
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Duffy has given Salome a modern voice, she sleeps around, she drinks too much and she is destructive to both herself and to men and relationships.  Perhaps she has low self esteem.  Women like this can still make men feel insecure as they are destructive and don’t seem to care or value men

	Before You Were Mine
	A photo of the narrator’s mum when she was a teenager in the 1950’s.  The poem is narrated in the first person which suggests that the poet herself is speaking.  She is speaking about her own mother.  The poem is about how the narrator sees the photo of her teenage mother and her friends.  The narrator imagines her mother going to dances, dancing with men, arriving home late and getting told off by her own mother.  The narrator wants that fun loving woman again but knows that it cannot really be because the child has possessed the mother and changed the mother completely.

‘Before You Were Mine’.
	PARENTS AND CHILDREN
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A child completely possess their mother, a child takes over the mother’s life.  A mother’s life completely changes when they become a mother.  Being a mother is a job of love, of sacrifice and of thankless hard work

	We Remember Your Childhood Well
	First person, the parents speaking to their child.
	PARENTS AND CHILDREN

RELATIONSHIPS

 This poem can be interpreted on a number of levels:

· The parents are right and the child was just being over dramatic and blaming their parents for everything as children (particularly teenagers often do)

· The parents did many things wrong and are in denial, they are trying to pretend that they were perfect parents

· The parents were abusive and are trying to cover up the harm they did to their child

· The parents are dismissing their child


	Education For Leisure
	Contemporary society and systems.  First person narrator – is it male or female?  The narrator bemoans how rubbish school was and how his teachers failed to recognise his talents (the narrator appears not to have actually worked at school).  The narrator is angry and fed up, they inflict pain on defenceless creatures, even the cat hides from the narrator.  The narrator is fed up of signing on, they feel unappreciated and that more should be done for them.  They grab the bread knife and go out onto the street.
	CRIME

ANGER

VIOLENCE

Contemporary society is dangerous, people can wander the streets with weapons.  The people may well be angry because of the systems (welfare, educational…) that they find themselves in.  The people may be angry because they feel that they should be given things and that they don’t have to work for them.  The anger and the violence is cowardly and pointless.  Perhaps, the anger and the violence in contemporary society is pointless and mindless.  Perhaps, more should be done to tackle the root cause of such mindless vandalism and violence.

	Stealing
	First person.  Why bother stealing a snowman?  It will melt.  
	CRIME

ANGER

VIOLENCE

Why bother stealing a snowman?  The person is bored and realises that much of the petty crime that they commit is pointless.  The person does seem to gain a sense of empowerment out of being a criminal:  ‘Part of the thrill was knowing that children would cry in the morning’.

There is also dangerous undertones to the poem in that petty crime could lead to more serious crime:  He weighed a ton:  his torso frozen stiff’ – this is the snowman but could also be a dead boy.  Petty crime can lead to serious crime like murder.  We should be looking for the causes of petty crime and preventing it as this might prevent some more serious crimes from taking place.

	Mother any distance…
	Simon Armitage.  A contemporary poet.  First person, most probably the poet himself speaking about the relationship with his mother.  In verse 1, he writes about how his mum came to help him furnish his new home.  In verse 2 he writes about the two of them holding a tape measure, she at one end, he at the other.  In verse 3, he writes about how he keeps pulling the tape measure further away moving up through the house to the roof.  He is either going to fall or fly off the roof, meanwhile, his mum is still desperately clinging to her end of the tape measure.
	PARENTS AND CHILDREN
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The whole poem is a metaphor for growing up and leaving your parents/not needing them anymore.  The tape measure symbolises this.  His mother is scared to let go, she doesn’t want to, he moves further and further away until he is ready to leave, either to do well or to make mistakes.


	My father thought it…
	
	PARENTS AND CHILDREN

How parents often ‘nag’ their children, the children just find this annoying and don’t understand why.  Yet, when the children grow up and become parents themselves they say the same thing to their children as their parents said to them

	Homecoming
	First person, perhaps the poet is speaking to his partner or his wife.  The narrator asks the reader to think about the trust game, when one person falls back and trusts their partner to catch them.  He then links this to an incident in his wife’s teenage years when she ruined her yellow jacket and is accused by her mother of deliberately damaging it.  How her father tries to make it OK but can’t.  How she doesn’t trust anyone anymore,   He asks his partner to trust him.
	PARENTS AND CHILDREN

RELATIONSHIPS

LOVE

How teenagers lose the ability to trust as they feel as if all they used to trust is no more.  How they have to learn to trust someone again. How, as they grow up, they lose trust in their home.  Falling in love and setting up their own home ensures that they learn to trust again, it’s like coming home

	November
	First person. Bringing an elderly relative to a home or a hospital knowing that they will soon die.  About the guilt and about the knowledge that this is the end for us all
	OLD AGE

DEATH

	Kid
	First person.  Narrator speaking about how Batman used to be his hero, about how he used to the be the sidekick.  How he now realises that Batman is a false hero,

‘I’m not playing ball boy any longer.’

He is no longer a sidekick but a hero in his own right.
	PARENTS AND CHILDREN
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GROWING UP

He realises that the hero of his childhood Batman or his stepfather are not heroes.  Batman is just a tattered old poster inside a kitchen cupboard and his stepfather had an affair with a married woman.  It is about growing up and leaving heroes behind, it is about seeing people (your parents) for who they really are

	Those bastards…
	
	CLASS

ANGER 

CRIME

He, the narrator, would like to hurt the rich people but hasn’t quite got the guts to blatantly do so. He would rather secretly hurt them like a coward.

	I’ve made out a will…
	
	DEATH

He, the narrator, is going to leave his whole body, but the heart to the NHS 


	Hitcher
	First person.  How someone who is tired and fed up goes for a drive and picks up a free living hitch hiker.  The narrator kills the hitch hiker.  He becomes fed up with him hitching a free ride.
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The hitcher is actually the narrator.  Perhaps it is the person the narrator once was or wants to be – free and carefree, not weighted down with boredom and pressure.  Perhaps he kills the hitcher as it is this side of him that is refusing to let him get on with his job and just get on with life.  Perhaps he kills the hitcher because he has given up being who he really is and has settled to becoming one in a machine like everyone else.  Perhaps he kills the hitcher because he is giving up his individuality.  Perhaps he kills the hitcher because it makes him feel empowered and less bored.


