ENGLISH GCSE - Key Words for Paper 1 Section A:

Fact (inc. research)

Opinion

Evaluation

Argument/bias

Effect – language, presentation, layout, form

Lexical choice (i.e. why certain words have been used)

Syntax (sentence structure, e.g. simple, complex)

Discourse markers (e.g. ‘In addition’, ‘Furthermore’, ‘In reverse’)

Style – personal/impersonal

Anecdote – to provide examples which support point/meaning

Headline – forceful, effective choice of words

Pre-amble – summarises main body of article in short sentence

Sub-heading

Slang – why this has been used

Standard English/Dialect

Writer’s name

Cartoon/Picture – helpful, humorous, dramatic, political

Captions

Highlighted text – key words, quotations from within the text which have been emboldened

Introductory paragraph – engaging, shocking

Development

Closure – punchy, thoughtful, reflective

Rhetorical questions

Quotations from experts/authorities/witnesses

Layout – how it aids meaning

Presentational devices

Form 

Pun

Figurative language – alliteration, onomatopoeia, simile, metaphor (inc. extended metaphor)

Repetition

Length of paragraphs

Use of colour/black and white – how it supports meaning/overall effect

Role of reader – how much we have to infer from the meaning

Purpose – why has the text been written?

Comparison – similarities and differences in the composition of the texts

Semantic field – what different themes/topics are discussed or alluded to within the text?

Font – size, bold, italic, variation, drop caps, etc.

Columns of text

Text boxes

Bullet points/Numbered points

Contact details – phone numbers, websites, email, etc.

Tone – e.g. sarcastic, emotional, harsh

Parenthesis

Cliché

Ellipsis (…)
