Writing to Argue, Persuade or Advise
	
Q1. A newspaper has put the question: Is women’s sport as important as men’s sport?’

Write an article for the sports section of this newspaper in which you argue your point of view.

This is a newspaper article so we have to think about some of the features of these texts – headline particularly plus in this instance we’re arguing a point so we need to use lots of opinion.

Planning: 

· Overview of situation – women now seeking equality plus examples
· Accept that things have improved plus examples
· But not helpful to compare and say one is more important
· Men & women = different and both extremely important 
· Both bring enjoyment and that’s the most important thing


A Matter of Importance

Women have come a long way in the field of sport. Long gone are the days when the nearest thing most women got to a football game was ‘Match of the Day’ on TV and even that was watched begrudgingly just to prevent arguments with their couch potato husbands. Tennis was no more than two frilly knickered ladies  dollying the ball up to one another – the word competition just didn’t exist.

It would have been inconceivable then that Everton and Charlton would be playing in The Women’s FA cup final watched by thousands  and that a 15 year old girl would be playing in the British Open. One only has to look at the phenomenal achievements of Ellen MacArthur to see how far things have progressed. Her courage and gritty determination would certainly put 99% of the male population to shame.

And now, given all the progress that has been made, people ask the question: ‘is women’s sport more important than men’s?’ And many I know would say very loudly yes – arguing quite rightly perhaps that if ‘important’ means setting a good example to others and fair play then women are clearly streets ahead of men  – they don’t brawl in front of young children, they’re not in the press constantly with lurid stories










You’re a journalist working for a magazine. 

Write an article in which you advise a young celebrity about how to deal with fame.

This is an awkward one – you’re giving advice but it’s in the form of an article. I think the best way forward with this one is to write it as if you’re speaking to the person directly. I think it might take the form of an agony column.

Plan
· Headline ‘Dealing with the Fame Game’
· Be informal – chatty tone
· Practical tips:
· Try to live as normally as possible
· Don’t forget family and friends
· Try to be yourself – keeping up an image is hard work
· Don’t be too outrageous – massive houses / flash cars etc
· Be patient with the media – they’ll like you for it
· Use your fame to help others – do charity work – you’ll seem generous and caring
· Avoid hotspots – nightclubs etc – people will be jealous and want to wind you up
· Set a good example to others – you’ve got influence so be a good role model.
· Mention some of the problems that people have with fame – Rooney = it’s all self inflicted. But it doesn’t have to be like that – Nicholas Lyndhurst – ( Rodney Trotter in Only Fools & Horses ) – no one even knows where he lives ( start with this bit )




HAVE A GO AT WRITING IT.

