Studying a prose text – what you need to analyse and what you need to know.

	Element for analysis
	Explanation

	An overview
	You need to have a clear understanding of the plot and the central ideas, how events follow on and are related, and how the novel is structured.  Questions might ask you to show how the novel’s structure affects the reader’s response, particularly if it is not a straightforward chronological narrative

	Narrative viewpoint
	Who tells the story?  Why has the writer chosen this viewpoint?  How does this affect the reader’s response?  Is there more than one narrator?  What type of narrator is it (first, third, omniscient third person…?)

	Characters
	Questions often focus on one or more characters, their development or their relationships

	Setting
	The place, society or ‘world’ in which the story takes place.  Questions may centre on this, or may ask about the relationship between a character and the society in which he or she lives

	Language and style
	There may be distinctive qualities in the writer’s choice of language, for example in the use of imagery (metaphors…etc) or comic exaggeration.  Questions will almost always expect you to consider why the writer has made these choices.  What is their purpose and effect?

	Context
	What is the historical or social background to the novel?  In what ways is it typical or not typical of the time when it was written?  Does it belong to a particular literary period?

	Extracts
	Questions may ask you to write in detail about a key passage and to place it in context by relating it to the whole text or to other texts from the same period.  You may also be asked to compare several extracts on a similar theme


Analysing Language, syntax, narrator, structure and rhyme and rhythm in close textual analysis of literary texts.  Know your terms

	Generic terms:  Figurative Language and essential terms

	Simile
	Comparing something to something else using the words like or as:

She was like a lion in battle

She was as busy as a bee

	Metaphor
	Comparing something to something else

She was a lion in battle

	Pathetic Fallacy
	Using the weather to reflect feelings and emotions

	Onomatopoeia
	When a word sounds like the noise it is describing:

Bang, slop, squelch, slap

	Alliteration
	When the same series of letters are used in series of words:  He clasps the crag with crooked claws

	Sibilance
	When ‘s’ is repeated a lot in a series of words

	Assonance
	When the same vowel sound is repeated a lot in a series of words

	Oxymoron
	When two opposites are used together:  cold fire

	Patriarchy
	The way in which culture is organised according to masculine values ( men have the power )

	Ellipses
	…

This is usually used for dramatic effect

	Realism
	A kind of writing which aims to convey the actual emotion in the listener or the reader

	Rhetorical Questions
	When a writer uses many questions which don’t have to be answered.  The questions are designed to make the reader think

	Repetition
	When something is repeated for emphasis

	Narrator
	The person speaking a novel or a poem:

First person narrator:  I

Second person narrator (very rarely used):  You

Third person narrator:  he, she, they, it

Omniscient third person narrator:  as above except the reader has access to each character’s thoughts and feelings

	Personification
	When a non-human thing is given human qualities:

The sun smiled down

	Extended metaphor
	When the same metaphor runs throughout a text

	Symbol
	When something is used to symbolise/to represent something 


	Prose

	Narrator
	The narrative voice, the person speaking

	Syntax, language
	Sentence lengths

	Characterisation
	What are the characters like and how have they been constructed?

	Themes
	What are the main subjects of the piece?

	Structure
	How have events been revealed?

	Poetry

	Sonnet
	A 14 line love poem

	Haiku
	A three line Japanese poem with five syllables in the first and third line and seven syllables in the second line

	Ballad
	A rhyming poem, often with a repeated chorus.  It tells a tragic tale, often in the third person

	Verse or stanza
	Poems are sectioned into verses or stanzas

	Rhyme and rhythm
	Does the poem rhyme?  

What is the poem’s beat?

	Drama

	Tragedy
	A form of drama in which all events are destined to happen and are unstoppable.  It will not have a happy ending and the hero often rises to the status of ‘hero’ and then falls to be a villain

	Blank Verse
	Shakespeare writes using this in his plays, each line has a regular 5 beat rhythm but they don’t rhyme – the 5 beat rhythm is called ‘iambic pentameter’

	Soliloquy
	When a character speaks their thoughts out loud alone to the audience

	Dramatic irony
	When the audience know something that the characters on stage do not

	Comedy
	A form of drama in which all events end happily.  At certain points in the play, however, things look as if they might turn the play into a tragedy


