Birdsong

Part Six

Study Booklet

Chapter 1:  Part Six

‘He stood and breathed deeply on the air.  He could hear an owl’s call.  He went slowly up and down the lane.  The owl reminded him of his childhood; it was a noise boys would make with their hands.  His own seemed so long ago that it felt as though someone else had lived it for him’
How has the bird been used here?
	


Chapter 2:  Part Six

What is the point of including this chapter?
Chapter 3:  Part Six

‘The autumn light showed the blackened, splintered stumps of what had once been trees’

In this one sentence the writer’s language has encompassed much of the devastation of the war:  how (pathetic fallacy, alliteration….)?

	Following World War One, Literature moved into Modernism, many writers wrote about the de-fragmentation of Europe and America.  Of how the Great War had changed the order, the stability of things.  

TS Eliot:  The Waste Land

‘April is the cruellest month…’  Echoes the sentence used by Faulks


‘He tried to move a leg, and found…
The reader almost expects the tragedy of a limb torn apart from a body, but learns unexpectedly that
…that he could’
Why is this so unexpected?

What do you think inspires Stephen to survive whilst trapped?

	


Chapter 4:  Part Six
‘A lark was singing in the unharmed air above him.  His body and his mind were tired beyond repair, but nothing could check the low exultation of his soul’
