Comment on the presentation of World War One in Sebastian Faulks’ Birdsong.

	Introduction:

· The first world war (dates, battles, trenches, gas, women, suffragettes, social class, court martials, heroes to cynics, shellshock, casualties – linking to the plot where possible

· Birdsong, its plot (the elements that you have not covered when dicussing the context) and its writer.  Its narrative style, the Parts and their endings – the fragmented jumping through time, the skill in the structure, possible reasons for beginning the novel in 1910


	Part Two

· The way the fighting is presented

· The way the soldiers are presented

· Stephen

· Women

· Injuries

· Gas attacks and VADs

· The critcs, Vera Brittain, Death’s Men, Owen:  Dulce Et Decorum Est

· The style, the structure, the narrative techniques, suspense, 

· The relationship between the soldiers

· The way the war is presented

· The way the trenches are presented

· Comparisons with the style of Faulks and Elton/Woolf


	Part Three

(the effects of war on the generations, the memorials)

· What is the effect of jumping sixty years?

· How are their echoes of the soldiers in this section:  Central Line and Firebrace?

· How has the war impacted upon lives?

· How does this whole section created tension and suspense:  clues as to who Elizabeth actually is?

· Response to some non-fiction accounts of the effects of war – remembrance and war memorials


	Part Four

· The war again, the soldier’s cynicism after the debacle of the wire incident and the massacre they witnessed

· The contrast between ‘old’ soldiers and new experienced officers like Ellis

· The effects of war on women like Isabelle and her injury

· The effects of war on towns - Amiens


	Part 5

· Again what is the effect of the war 60 years on

· Who is Elizabeth?


	Part 6/7

· Being trapped underground and being rescued by a German Jewish soldier (the irony of the soldier being Jewish dispels the Nazi lie that all Jews did not fight in WW1.  The Nazis came to power in Germany not long after WW1)

· How the rescue is like the Wilfred Owen poem Strange Meeting

· The end:  Jack’s death and Stephen’s life

· Elizabeth’s pregnancy – Stephen is made immortal by this


	Conclude:  sum up and answer the question


