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Creating simple jigsaw exercises

Jigsaw Overview

The jigsaw tool can be used to create quick and simple jigsaw exercises for your students. 

To create a jigsaw you will need an image. This could be a photograph, a screen shot taken from your computer, or even an image you create yourself in a paint package.

The jigsaw game will resize the images itself, but for best results you should use a square image of approximately 500 by 500 pixels. Other sizes may become distorted.

	Useful Tip

If you are using a Windows computer you can easily modify or create your image using Paint, however for better results a better package is recommended. You can download the open source package GIMP from http://www.gimp.org/ for free.



You will need to save the image you want as jigsaw.jpg and put it in the SAME FOLDER as the jigsaw.swf, jigsaw.html and settings.txt files. You can then test the jigsaw by opening jigsaw.html

	Important
You must save all 4 files in the same folder. They must not be renamed, otherwise the activity won’t work. You will need to create a new folder for each jigsaw you create, and you can name the folders to differentiate between them.



Editing the Settings File

There are two settings you can alter in the text file called settings.txt. In Windows to edit this file just double click to open it in Notepad, otherwise open your favourite text editor then open the document.

In the text file you’ll see the following as default:

	gridSize=medium&

&shape=wavy&




The gridSize setting specifies the number of pieces in the jigsaw, small is 9 pieces, medium is 16 pieces and large is 36 pieces.

The shape setting defines the shape of the individual pieces, they can be either jigsaw, for traditional jigsaw pieces, wavy for curved edged pieces or square for simple squares.

So to create a simple jigsaw with only 9 pieces and jigsaw shaped edges, just change the txt file to read:

	gridSize=small&

&shape=jigsaw&




Or to set a very difficult jigsaw, with 36 pieces and square edges, the file should read:

	gridSize=large&

&shape=square&



Just make sure you don’t remove any of the & or = signs and everything will work fine. 

	Useful Tip

If any of your students manage to ‘lose’ jigsaw pieces by dragging them off the edge of the screen, pressing the spacebar will move all unplaced pieces into the middle of the screen.
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