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Sink the Boat Quiz Template

What is it for? 

It creates a multiple-choice quiz, with 10 questions (you can have less, but you won’t get to sink the boat if you do) and 4 options for answers. When you get a question right a stone is thrown into the boat.  If you get it wrong, one is removed. At the end of the quiz you get to sink the boat and get a percentage of how you’ve done in the quiz – you lose marks for not answering correctly the first time.
Where is it?  

You need 3 files for it to work. You can find these on the VLE. If you go to the Find Resources page and type “templates” or “sink the boat” into the search terms it will come up. The three files are sinktheboat.html, sinktheboat.swf and questions.txt.
How do I create my own? 

1. Create a folder where you save your documents normally, name it “sinktheboat quiz” or something relevant.

2. Find the resource on the VLE.

3. Click on the blue underlined text sinktheboat.html and you should get the message below:
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4. Click Save and save the file in the folder you have just created.

5. Repeat with the other two files sinktheboat.swf and questions.txt.

6. Open the file named “questions.txt” – the information entered in here creates the quiz. Change the title, number of questions (If necessary), instructions, questions and possible answers. Check that the correct answer is given after the four possible answers, e.g. &a1=d& - here d is the correct answer. 
7. Below is a copy of the text with the variables in bold for the first 2 questions.

quizTitle=Quiz&

&numOfQuestions=10&

&instructions=Complete the quiz, click start to begin.&

&question1=What colour is the car in the picture?&

&q1a=blue&

&q1b=black&

&q1c=yellow&

&q1d=green&

&a1=d&

&question2=How many legs does a spider have?&

&q2a=8&

&q2b=6&

&q2c=4&

&q2d=2&

&a2=a&

8. Once you have changed the text file then save the file (do not change the name of it) and open the “sinktheboat.html” – this should be your completed quiz.

9. For the quiz to work, the three files and the images must be in the same place and must not be renamed. Note that to create a second quiz you‘ll need to create a new folder with a copy of the files in. To differentiate between quizzes, name the folder something different each time, not the actual files.
10. To put the finished quiz on the VLE you will need to zip the three files and images together and upload as a zipped file, or upload the three files separately to one resource.

11. If you have any problems with the template or suggestions for improvements, please e-mail catherine.moore@sheffield.gov.uk .
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