Some background

Teachers work professionally in two social contexts: 

1. with fellow teachers – in team teaching situations, in staffrooms and in a range of meetings, conferences and CPD sessions. 

2. with students – in the classroom, extra curricular activities and indirectly with homework and assessment/reporting.
These face to face scenarios are increasingly being complemented with web based 'virtual spaces' using social network services. 
A social network service focuses on building online communities of people who share interests and activities, or who are interested in exploring the interests and activities of others. Most social network services are web based and provide a variety of ways for users to interact, such as e-mail and instant messaging services.

Social networking has created powerful new ways to communicate and share information. Social networking websites are being used regularly by millions of people, and it now seems that social networking will be an enduring part of everyday life. The main types of social networking services are those which contain directories of some categories (such as former classmates), means to connect with friends (usually with self-description pages), and recommended systems linked to trust. Popular methods now combine many of these, with MySpace and Facebook being the most widely used.  Many of our students will already be using these sites on a regular basis.
In general, social networking services allow users to create a profile for themselves, and can be broken down into two broad categories: 
· internal social networking (ISN). In schools this would be typically a virtual learning environment, such as Moodle.  

· external social networking sites (ESN), such as MySpace, Facebook and Bebo. 
Both types can increase the feeling of community among people. An ISN is a closed/private community that consists of a group of people within a company, association, society, education provider and organization or even an "invite only" group created by a user in an ESN. An ESN is open/public and available to all web users to communicate and are often designed to attract advertisers. There is commonality across the general approach of social networking sites. Users can upload a pictures of themselves, create their 'profile' and can often be "friends" with other users. In most social networking services, both users must confirm that they are friends before they are linked. Social networks usually have privacy controls that allows the user to choose who can view their profile or contact them, etc.

Some social networks have additional features, such as the ability to create groups that share common interests or affiliations, upload videos, and hold discussions in forums. Some social networks have made special provisions for impaired visitors

Web 2.0 is a term describing the trend in the use of World Wide Web technology and web design that aims to enhance creativity, information sharing, and, most notably, collaboration among users. These concepts have led to the development and evolution of web-based communities and hosted services, such as social-networking sites, wikis, blogs etc.  Although the term suggests a new version of the World Wide Web, it does not refer to an update to any technical specifications, but to changes in the ways software developers and end-users use the Web.
Activity 

Download a pdf of the Demos publication TheirSpace from: http://www.demos.co.uk/publications/theirspace 
Their Space: Education for a digital generation draws on qualitative research with children and polling of parents to counter the myths obscuring the true value of digital media. 

 Approaching technology from the perspective of children, it tells positive stories about how they use online space to build relationships and create original content. It argues that the skills children are developing through these activities, such as creativity, communication and collaboration, are those that will enable them to succeed in a globally networked, knowledge-driven economy. 

Reflect on the issues at a staff or departmental meeting.
