	Curriculum Area

Music Lesson Plan  4

Key Question

What is a steady beat?

What is a graphic score?
	Objectives

To use different starting points to create a composition 
How sounds can be described using symbols (Graphic score)

About pulse, meter and rhythm


	Vocabulary

Rhythm
Composition

Graphic score

Tempo

Steady beat


	Resources

Interactive whiteboard

Computers

Instruments

Graphic score sheet
Internet

	Introduction

	Recap with the children our music topic this half term. Introduce the warm up activity to the children – Virtual keyboard to clap to the steady beat. http://www.bgfl.org/bgfl/custom/resources_ftp/client_ftp/ks2/music/piano/index.htm  Children come and choose which rhythmical drum beat they want and the rest of the class clap the steady beat with instructions form the teacher. Ask whether they thought the tempo was fast slow etc.

	Main Teaching 

	Introduce the objectives to the children. Explain to the children that a composition can be composed from any stimulus. Remind the children of the piece of music ‘The Carnival of Animals’ by Saint - Saens listened to in the first week and how the sounds in the music sounded like the sounds/characteristics of the animal. Explain that compositions can also be made from every day objects that have sounds(ask for examples)
Play Musical Mysteries with the children (rhythm section). http://www.bbc.co.uk/northernireland/schools/4_11/music/mm/index.shtml
 Explain that we have looked at using everyday sounds for composition and we are now going to look at using percussion instruments to compose a short rhythm based piece.
Introduce the Beat Machine to the children. http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio3/makingtracks/beatmachine.shtml 

 Demonstrate to the children how to use percussion instruments on a graphic score using the beat machine. Choose several children to compose a line of the beat machine and then play it to the class.

	Activities

	Remind the children of the photographs that were taken earlier in the term and the work already carried out with them. Ask the children for a few of the sounds that their everyday object on their picture makes. Explain the activity to the children. The children will now compose a line of a graphic score for the instruments supplied on their table. Each child has one instrument and a graphic score sheet (see resources) Tell the children to think about what symbol best describes the sound that you want to make.

Introduce the metronomehttp://www.metronomeonline.com/
 to the children and tell them that this is the steady beat they will be using for their composition. Demonstrate a few bars of completing the graphic score with the children.

Four children will work on the computers completing the beat machine http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio3/makingtracks/beatmachine.shtml  of their own and then e mailing it to the BBC. 

Once the children have completed their line they can then practice playing it with their chosen instrument.

Extension – Children to build up their own group composition  for a variety of instruments 

	Plenary

	Bring the class back together and ask for volunteers to play from their graphic score. Then choose two children to play together and so on building up the idea of a group composition. Allow someone on the computer to play theirs. Explain that next week we will prepare our pictures as a slide show and then play our music to it and create a class composition and eventually record the final outcome.


	Assessment
Can the children create a composition from a given starting point?
Can the children use a graphic score?

Do the children know about pulse meter and rhythm?


	Evaluation



