ANGINA – chest pain caused by the lack of oxygenated blood to the heart muscles 
ANGIOPLASTY – a process whereby blocked coronary arteries are unblocked

ANTIBODY – a protein produced by the body’s immune system which is used to fight off any foreign proteins 

AORTA – blood passes through this from the left ventricle to get out to the rest of the body 

ATRIUM – the two upper chambers of the heart

ATHEROSCLEROSIS – fatty substances line the walls of the arteries so the lumen is narrowed (making the blood pressure higher which is dangerous) 

BICUSPID VALVE – found between the left atrium and the left ventricle 

BLOOD PRESSURE – the pressure at which blood is forced through the veins, capillaries or arteries 

BUNDLE OF HIS – heart muscle cells that emit electrical impulses to make the heart muscles contract 

CAPILLARY – the smallest blood vessel in the body (they carry blood between artery and vein so they can withstand different blood pressures)

CATHETER – a thin and flexible tube through which fluid enters or leaves the body (used in minor surgical procedures)

CIRCULATION – the process whereby blood is sent all around the body via arteries, veins and capillaries 
CORONARY ARTERY DISEASE – the narrowing or blocking of the coronary arteries (by fatty substances building up on the walls of the coronary artery)

CORONARY ARTERY – the artery tat provides the heart muscles with oxygenated blood

CORONARY ARTERY BYPASS GRAFT – the procedure whereby a blocked coronary artery is cut and a vein is taken (usually from the leg) to be reattached to the nearest artery

CORONARY THROMBOSIS – a blood clot in the coronary arteries (big problems because then the heart can not be supplied with oxygen to pump)

CT SCAN – a computerised version of an x-ray (it takes pictures of the body, layer by layer)

DONOR – a person who donates their organs (when they are dead) to give to people who need organ transplants 

DEOXYGENATED – this is the blood in the body that does not contain any blood
DIASTOLE – the state of the heart when it is relaxed

ECG – electro cardio graph (this is a computerised recording of the beating of the heart) 

ERYTHROCYTE – this is a long winded word for red blood cells!

GENETIC PREDISPOSITION – if there is a close family record of, for example, diabetes then you are more likely to acquire it than if your family had not got a record of having diabetes (these things can be passed down through the genes)

GRANULOCYTE – this is a type of white blood cell that fights infection from bacteria / viruses etc.

HEART – the muscle that contracts and relaxes and fills up to pump oxygenated blood around the body to supply the muscles with oxygen to make them work and avoid cramp etc. 

HEART ATTACK – this happens when there is not enough blood supplied to the heart (this can be because of fatty substances on the coronary arteries)

HEART BYPASS – this is a process whereby surgery has to be performed to bypass clogged arteries that are supposed to be supplying the heart with oxygen 

HYPERTENSION – when blood pressure is above the average rate

HYPOTENSION – when blood pressure is below the average rate

IMMUNOSUPPRESSANT – some medicines can effect and block the body’s immune system

LEUKOCYTE – this is a long winded word for white blood cells!

LUMEN – the space in between the blood vessels 

LUNGS – the lungs remove carbon dioxide from the blood and replace them with oxygen

MONOCYTE – a white blood cell that engulfs bacteria 

MRI SCAN – this scan uses magnetic fields to get images of all the major organs (you see this on a computer screen in a 3D image) 

MYOCARDIAL INFARCTION – the heart muscles stop working because of lack of oxygen
OXYGENATED – this is the blood which contains oxygen

PACEMAKER – this is an artificial SA node that makes the heart muscles 

PLASMA – this is the liquid part of the blood

PULMONARY ARTERY – the artery that supplies the heart muscles with oxygenated blood

PULMONARY VEIN – the vessel that carries oxygenated blood from the lungs into the heart 

PURKINJE FIBRES – muscular fibres that are found in the walls of the ventricles and they are involved in sending off electrical impulses
RECIPIENT – a person who needs an organ transplant (who is having the organ transplant done) 

RISK FACTOR – anything that can effect a person’s health or chance of something going wrong or getting an infection 

SEPTUM – this is found in the middle of the heart (separating the left and right side of it) 

SINO ATRIAL NODE – cells in the heart that make it beat

SYSTOLE – the time when the heart is contracting 

TENDONS – connect the muscles to the bone 

TISSUE TYPED – this has to be done in order for there to be no skin or organ rejection

TRICUSPID VALVE – this closes when the blood goes to the lungs to get oxygen
VALVES – these prevent the backflow of blood

VEIN – carry deoxygenated blood into the heart

VENA CAVA – the main vein in 

VENTRICLE – the bottom two chambers of the heart 

