

Mind maps generally refer to diagrams which are used to represent ideas, words, tasks or any other items that are linked around a key word or key idea.  They can be used in any subject where you want to remember how things might be connected.

An Example.   Consider the following material from BBC Bitesize:    What does Christianity teach about good and evil?

· God has given people free will – the ability to choose between right and wrong for themselves. God has shown people how they should live (eg the Ten Commandments; Jesus’ life and teaching), but it is up to them to decide whether or not to follow God’s instructions. 

· The story of humanity’s battle with good and evil is told in the story of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden (Genesis 3). Adam and Eve chose to disobey God by eating the fruit of the tree of knowledge of good and evil. This is called the Fall. 

· Some people believe that as a result of Adam and Eve’s first sins, each human is born with a tendency towards evil. This is called Original Sin. 

· As well as a power for good there is also a power for evil. Traditionally this is said to be Satan, one of the archangels who disobeyed God and was thrown out of heaven (Luke 10:18). In the form of a serpent, Satan tempted Eve to eat the fruit in the Garden of Eden. Satan tempted Job, and also tempted Jesus to give up his ministry. 

· Some people say that they have been possessed by demons and people try to ‘exorcise’ these demons. There are examples in the New Testament of occasions when Jesus drove out demons. 

· Some people no longer see evil as a ‘person’ or ‘being’. St Augustine in the fourth century suggested that evil is ‘an absence of good’. Therefore, if enough people do good, evil would be removed. Some people think of evil as a psychological or emotional problem, that no one is inherently evil, but circumstances can lead them to become so. 

· When Jesus came to earth (the Incarnation), human beings were given a chance to escape everlasting punishment after death by following the teachings of Jesus and asking God’s forgiveness for their sins. 

· Jesus died on the cross (the Crucifixion) and in this way the broken relationship between God and humanity caused by sin was restored. This is called the Atonement. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/rs/god/chgoodandevilrev2.shtml
Task 1:  

Start by selecting the key words:  Free will, Garden of Eden, Original Sin, Satan, Demons, Incarnation, Crucifixion...
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Task 2:  Then consider how they are connected:  

Although this is a good diagram- you’ll find it easy to memorize by spreading it out and adding some colour as on the next page...

Task 3:  
Decorate/Colour and highlight your mind map. Remember this is a visual tool so try and make it eye catching!
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(nb:  St Augustine was also called Augustine of Hippo- people tend to remember silly funny things- they stick in your memory so look for comical connections too!)
You diagrams can include pictures and cartoons.  The more thought you put into the diagram, the more time you are investing in the topic and you should hopefully find this helps with your revision.
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