Nineteen eighty four
Language analysis

In Orwell’s novel, the ‘Party’ rules every aspect of people’s lives. Even language is modified and controlled. ‘Newspeak’ is based on English, as the novel is set in London, however words are reduced to the most simple versions possible to rule out shades of meaning and nuance. If you change language you change how people can articulate ideas and thoughts. 
[image: image1.jpg]S WATCHING

{
Y l :
\ o 2!





Look at the three slogans of the Party:

WAR IS PEACE 

FREEDOM IS SLAVERY 

IGNORANCE IS STRENGTH

1. What do you think they mean? 
What sort of effect might they have on the inhabitants of Orwell’s futuristic world and what are the slogans designed to make them think?
2. What examples of new words or ‘Newspeak’ can you find in the extract? Why do you think these words have been ‘coined’?

3. What examples can you think of in today’s language of words which mean entirely the opposite to what they previously meant?
