Pathetic Fallacy in Jane Eyre

Pathetic fallacy  - any description which gives inanimate natural objects human capabilities, sensations, and emotions. It is less formal and more indirect than personification.

For example: ‘…the cold and ghastly moon, glancing through bars of cloud at a wreck just sinking.’ (Jane Eyre p10)

Pathetic fallacy is a literary technique, which lets the author indirectly reflect how the characters in the story are thinking and feeling by using description of natural things. Sometimes it can show a premonition of events to come.

Read the extract taken from Jane Eyre, in which Mr. Rochester has just proposed marriage to Jane, and she has accepted.


You must:

· As a group, brainstorm (and write down) the parts of the passage which you can identify as using pathetic fallacy – i.e. where inanimate natural objects are given sensations and emotions.

You should:
· Using Point, Evidence, Analysis* write an account of how Charlotte Bronte reflects what is happening between Jane and Mr. Rochester using pathetic fallacy. Think about their relationship and what you can guess might happen next.

You could:
· Include at least 4 quotes from the extract.

· Talk about why Bronte might be using pathetic fallacy, what effect she wants to create.

*Point, Evidence, Analysis – for example: 

(P)There is a storm in progress which is getting worse; (E)‘a livid, vivid spark leapt out of a cloud at which I was looking’ (A) This reflects the passion of their feelings for each other.

Vocabulary

atone:      to harmonise or reconcile

expiate:   make satisfactory, make up for something

sanction: give support or permission for something

ailed:       what was wrong with it

effaced:   wore away, rubbed out

cataract: waterfall or waterspout

