The Gothic in Jane Eyre

Gothic is a term used to describe poems and stories about mysterious and unnatural happenings. Fairy stories are often gothic, with terrifying monsters, ghosts, graveyards, dark castles and tangled woods. 

Gothic novels develop a brooding atmosphere of gloom and terror, represent events which are uncanny or macabre or melodramatically violent, and often include characters with strange psychological states. 

Today we see a lot of gothic elements in science fiction and T.V. shows like The Addams Family.

Read the extract taken from Chapter 15 of Jane Eyre, in which Jane describes the atmosphere in the house before she discovers that someone has tried to set fire to Mr. Rochester whilst he is lying in bed.


You must:

· As a group, brainstorm (and write down) the vocabulary from the passage, which you can identify as being ‘gothic’- i.e. words suggesting terror, unnatural happenings, a sense of fatality etc.

You should:
· Using Point, Evidence, Analysis* write an account of how Charlotte Bronte builds up dramatic tension in this extract, using ‘gothic’ elements previously discussed. Think about the senses used – sight, touch, sound.

You could:
· Include at least 4 quotes from the extract in your account.

· Talk about why you think Bronte wants to create tension in this extract.

*Point, Evidence, Analysis – for example: 

(P)The setting is at night, which is the traditional time for unnatural happenings; (E) ‘the night was drearily dark;’ (A) This shows that something strange or unusual was likely to happen.

Vocabulary

lugubrious:  mournful or dismal

tranquillity: calmness, peacefulness

reiterated:    repeated

