The Red-Room in Jane Eyre
The style of writing an author uses often helps to create atmosphere and tension. If you examine the description used in some novels, it can tell you what sort of idea the author wants to create in the mind of the reader.

Visual description that is very detailed leaves you in no doubt about what a place or person looks like. However, the way in which something is described often gives a clue as to the intention of the author, and the words have often been carefully chosen for their effect.

Read the extract taken from the beginning of Jane Eyre, when Jane has been shut in the red-room for striking her cousin, and describes the room she finds herself in.


You must:

· As a group, brainstorm (and write down) the adjectives from the passage, which help create the room’s atmosphere.

You should:
· Using Point, Evidence, Analysis* write an account of Charlotte Bronte’s use of imagery, metaphor and simile in this extract. Think about how she makes an ordinary room appear something else to the child, Jane.

You could:

· Include at least 4 quotes from the extract in your account.

· Talk about why the description creates such terror for Jane

*Point, Evidence, Analysis – for example:

(P) Bronte uses strong adjectives when describing the furniture in the room; (E) ‘A bed supported on massive pillars of mahogany, hung with curtains of deep damask’ (A) The words ‘massive’ and ‘deep’ perhaps reflect an impression of the dead uncle and his weighty personality.

Vocabulary

damask:         heavy, reversible patterned cloth or fabric

tabernacle:     tent or portable hut, especially around a portable shrine

festoons:        chains of flowers, leaves or ribbons

counterpane:  bedcover

divers:            varying

ottoman:         a low seat with no back

