	Tom Jones
	This character has a deliberately common sounding name to show he is not of noble birth. 

	Allworthy
	A noble man and a good man. Though he makes mistakes, he always tries to be worthy.


	Thwackum
	A schoolteacher whose name demonstrates the way he disciplines his students.


	Square
	A schoolteacher who is a strict and mathematical figure.


	Western
	A gentleman who owns land in the West Country (Somerset). He is the father of the novel’s heroine.


	Sophia
	The virtuous and upstanding heroine, whose name means ‘wisdom’ in Greek.


	Blifil
	The squire’s nephew, an arrogant young man who is full of lies but blinds other people to the fact.



Starter: Get students to match up each name with the definition. Discuss traditional use of symbolic names in early literature.
