Now draw a spider diagram for each of the characters: 

Tom, Sophia, Blifil, Allworthy, Square, Thwackum, Western

Consider what we learn about them from this incident. Focus on:

· their actions in this scene

· their personality traits

· their attitudes towards the other characters – what they say and do

· how the reader responds to them

Possible answers:

Allworthy

· Likes a quiet life

· Diplomatic

· Always tries to see the good in everyone – he is ‘all worthy’

· Is often blinded by this and therefore many decisions are ill judged

· Gently mocked by Fielding

Tom

· Gallant (though he has a common name, he displays noble characteristics)
· Protection of Sophia – the beginning of his love
· Wants to be seen as a hero
· His original patience of raising the bird and generosity of giving it away

Sophia

· A swooning heroine!

· Great affection for Tom

· Good judge of character – dislikes Blifil – link to her name meaning ‘wisdom’

Blifil

· Cold and formal

· Watched the hawk get the bird rather than watching Tom

· False – knows how fond Sophia is of the bird, then says he didn’t realise! (Blind – Bli – he is full of lies)

Square

· He has to defend Blifil as he wants Allworthy on his side

· Seems blind to his own responsibility – hasn’t he taught Blifil everything he knows?

· Like a set square, he is calculating and hard edged

Thwackum
· Violent in his discipline of Tom – His name represents how he treats his student - ‘Wackum’

· Like Square, absolves himself of any responsibility

Western

· Fairly down–to-earth (represents the people of the ‘West’ country?) 

· Not interested in arguing morality

· Emotional – feels rather than thinks

· Shows his affection for Tom (important as Tom will eventually marry his daughter)

