Modal essays
Here is a selection of A-C essays produced by a set 4 GCSE class. This class contained many EAL students and quite a range of abilities.  Most essays produced were around the B/C grade.  Essays are shown from highest to lowest grade. 

Example 1.
Pride and Prejudice Coursework

Pride and prejudice was written by Jane Austen in 1813. In 1813 King George was on the throne; in the Georgian era there were many major events which affected England. England was involved in wars such as the Napoleon war which meant many people were either very poor or rich. In this particular era there were the beginning of radical changes for example in the area of the abolition of slavery, the reformation of prisons and the area of social justice. There were also parties of women called suffragettes which wished to gain their rights in society. The ending of war with France meant the United Kingdom entered a period of greater economic depression and political uncertainty. The lost of American colonies and American Revolution was considered natural disaster in Britain. Georgian society was normally portrayed in Jane Austen’s books describing how life was for society in particular women. The Georgian period ended in 1830.

In the 1800s women were seen as inferior to man with that the life of women was very difficult. This period was a patriarchal society where men supported women. Women in the society would have to do what the husband said or father and they were introduced into society. The father would also marry off the daughter with his own preference. Marriage in the Georgian society was seen very important; women was encouraged to marry well as this is how they could gain good status which is shown clearly in the novel Pride and Prejudice. If you did not marry then you could have been a governess.

Jane Austen said that ‘Pride and Prejudice’ was her favourite novel. She was born in 16th of December 1775 in Hampshire.  She began to write when she was in her teenager years and her first novel was ‘Sense of and Sensibility’. Her brother Henry helped her by giving shelter, support and also help her publish her books into society so that her books were known. This shows that women books were not seen important in the Georgian period. Jane Austen’s books were aimed to give voice to women in society. Jane Austen did not marry as she did not get her love. She loved Tom Lefroy when she was around twenty years old. They could not marry as Lefroy’s family thought that Jane Austen and her family were not sufficiently rich enough for him and Jane Austen was not suitable match for Tom Lefroy. She died from Addison’s disease in 1816.

The novel opens with the story of five sisters whose life is turned upside down when two gentlemen enter the neighbourhood. The relationship with Elizabeth Bennett, one of the five sisters has a very strange relationship with one of the gentlemen, Mr Darcy as they tend to argue a lot however their relationship deepens when Mr Darcy proposes to Elizabeth. The eldest sister Jane Bennett has an admirer Mr Bingley the other gentlemen who later on the story proposes to her well however this time they love each other from the beginning of the story when they are introduced in the ball. 
From reading Pride and Prejudice it is clear that love and marriage was portrayed differently in Jane Austen’s times. These day’s men and women tend to marry purely for love however in Austen’s time it was viewed totally differently because people often married for high social status, such as women particularly because they wanted to have a good wealthy life. This point is clearly illustrated in the following quote by the author in the opening chapter of Pride and Prejudice,
‘It Is A truth universally acknowledged that a single man in possession of a good fortune must be in want of a wife’. This quote clearly demonstrates that marriage was for money and social status. Moreover this point clearly explains that a man who had magnificent wealth would be expected to marry quickly because he would want to pass his fortune to his future heir. Marriages in Georgian times would usually be pre-arranged by the parent which was not spontaneous. This point is clearly demonstrated in the following quote,
‘Oh, single, my dear, to be sure! A single man of large fortune; four or five thousand a year. What a fine thing for our girls!’ This quote obviously mentions that parents wanted every opportunity to marry their children well so that they had a brilliant life. However, love is not mentioned so therefore happiness as not guaranteed as wealth is the vital thing for them. Daughters in Austen’s time had to be married off well especially if they did not come from a wealthy background. It tend to be parents aim for life to marry off their daughters well if the parents succeeded then their life would be completed. This point would be clearly exemplified in the next quote, 

‘The business of her life was to get her daughters married; its solace was visiting and news’. This quote shows majority of time parents thought about their children a lot especially the daughters. The daughters had to marry well as if they did not have other options left; they either had to become governesses or stay with their brother as these was the most common options. As marriage was important in the terms of high social and money status, daughters were often married anywhere due to these terms. This point is clearly explained in the quote illustrated below,

‘His pride,’ said Miss Lucas ‘does not offend me so much as pride often does, because there is an excuse for it. One cannot wonder that so very fine a young man, with family, fortune, everything in his favour, should think highly of himself. If I may so express it, he has a right to be proud.’ This quote obviously shows that a man can be excused for his poor behaviour and rudeness if he has good wealth and status. This quote also shows that the man can be proud of what he has got whatever the personality of the man is. This used to be views of a majority of women in the Georgian period about men such as Charlotte Lucus.

Mr and Mrs Bennet are a typical example of a couple in the Georgian period. Mr Bennet tends to tease Mrs Bennet by his sarcastic humour which results in Mrs Bennet being frustrated as she does not realise that Mr Bennet ids being purely sarcastic. This is clearly shown in the quote illustrated below,

‘Mr Bennet, how can you abuse your own children in such a way? You take delight in vexing me. Evidently this shows that this couple does not know each other in great depth as Mrs Bennet does not know Mr Bennet’s personality well even though they have been married for twenty three years. Mrs Bennet tries incredibly hard to get her own way so that she is very happy. This point is demonstrated in the illustrated quote below,

‘How good it was in you, my dear Mr Bennet! But I knew I should persuade you at last’. This quote obviously proves that Mr Bennet does have a little consideration in making his wife cheerful as he does have love for his wife however he does not clearly show this to his wife. Mr and Mrs Bennet call each other by surnames which is very formal which shows that they are not comfortable around each other.

This point is revealed in the following quote beneath,

‘…my dear Mr Bennet…’ This quote explains that Mr and Mrs Bennet do not spend time together which results them not having a connection because they talk to each other formally. Mr Bennet normally feels annoyed, from Mrs Bennet as she fusses a lot over the marriages of her daughters. This is show very clearly in the illustrated quote below,

‘…as he spoke, he left the room, fatigued with the raptures of his wife.’ This quote reveals that Mr and Mrs Bennet’s relationship is not very deep as Mrs Bennet focuses strongly on the marriages of her daughters which results them not spending majority of time together.   

Charlotte Lucus is a very unique person as she is down to earth about the views on love and marriage. Charlotte Lucus views our reflected in her own circumstances in life. She is very desperate for marriage as she is getting older. Her age is twenty seven years old and in the Georgian era women were expected to get married quickly and have children quickly as well. The quote below illustrates that Charlotte Lucus is desperate for marriage,

‘If a woman conceals her affection with the same skill from the object of it, she may lose the opportunity of fixing him…’ This quote shows that she would be very delighted to have an offer of marriage from anyone as if she rejects she might not find a better opportunity in life from any man due to her age. Charlotte Lucus does not expect love from marriage; however she only expects to have a comfortable house to live in. This point is clearly demonstrated in the quote on the next line.

‘I ask only a comfortable home’, this quote clearly expresses that she is not fond of love and just needs her entire life to be relaxing and not complicated. Charlotte is very logical about marriage as she tries to explain to everyone that happiness in marriage is a chance. Charlotte thinks that all couples grow apart and annoy each other after marriage as they get used to each other. The following point is exemplified in the quotes beneath,

‘Happiness in marriage is entirely a matter of chance’. This shows that she is not looking for happiness in marriage; however she is trying to explain that you cannot rely on happiness in every marriage and it is a matter of luck. The next quote also illustrates by point above mentioned before,

‘They always continue to grow sufficiently unlike afterwards to have their share of vexation; and it is better to know as little as possible of the defects of the person with whom you are to pass your life’. This quote explains that it’s better to marry a person quickly before you learn their faults as you will not lose an opportunity of marriage proposal which is very high. Charlotte Lucus accepts Mr Collins proposal, as he is rich and respectable. This point is clearly illustrated in the quote below,

‘…Mr Collins’s character, connection, and situation in life, I am convinced that my chance of happiness with him is as fair as most people can boast on entering the marriage state.’ This quote explains that Charlotte trusts, that her marriage would be reasonable and fairly happy in comparison to everyone else’s, because Mr Collins character is tolerable and he is a wealthy man even though she knows him for couple of days into marriage. 

Charlottes married life is very peculiar in today’s society views. This is because in today’s society married couple normally spend the majority of time together however Charlotte Lucus rarely spends time with her husband Mr Collins. She persuades Mr Collins to do gardening or either visits his patron lady to keep him busy with his work. This point is clearly demonstrated in the quote illustrated below,

To work in this garden was one of his most respectable pleasures; and Elizabeth admired the command of countenance with which Charlotte talked of the healthfulness of the exercise, and owned she encouraged it as much as possible’. This quote clearly shows that Charlotte encourages Mr Collins to stay outside as much as possible so she does not get exasperated with him in any way. However when she talks to Elizabeth she says that working in the garden is very healthy for Mr Collins which indicates she is being sarcastic. Charlotte is pointing out that Mr Collins is a tolerable man however he can be embarrassing for Charlotte Lucus sometimes, due to Mr Collins silly remarks. This point is clearly revealed in the quote illustrated below,

‘When Mr. Collins said anything of which his wife might reasonably be ashamed, which certainly was not unseldom, she involuntarily turned her eye on Charlotte. Once or twice she would discern a faint blush; but in general Charlotte wisely did not hear. 

This quote clearly proves that Charlotte cannot stand Mr Collins as she gets a faint blush when Mr Collins said something. Elizabeth looks at her friend Charlotte as clearly sees that Charlotte is denying that she Mr Collins is a tolerable man. Charlotte prefers to spend time alone in her parlour as she thinks she enjoys most of her time in there. This also shows that she is not very sociable. This point is clearly illustrated in the point below,

‘When Mr Collins could be forgotten, there was really an air of great comfort throughout, and Mr Collins evident enjoyment of it, Elizabeth supposed he must be often forgotten.’ This quote simply reveals that Charlotte Lucus has pleasure being alone. This quote also shows that Mr Collins being forgotten makes her feel comfortable this also suggests that Mr Collin is a person that you cannot be comfortable with. 

Elizabeth Bennet was a very unique person in the 1800s this is because she believed that marriage was only for love and she had completely different views to Charlotte Lucus. Elizabeth I purely looking for love and intellect and nothing else. This is how she things she will have a happy married life. This point is exemplified in the quote below,

‘You could not make ME happy, and I am convinced that I am the last woman in the world who could make you so’. This quote clearly discloses that she is clearly looking for happiness in marriage which will be love. This also shows that she is different as she has rejected a proposal from a high class person. 

Unfinished version.

Candidate 2



“Pride and Prejudice” is one of the most loved and popular novel written by Jane Austen (1775-1817).Jane Austen was born on 16 December in the village of Stevenson in Hampshire. Her first novel was “Sense and Sensibility” and second was “Pride and Prejudice”. From reading “Pride and Prejudice”, I realized that there has been a vast difference from then till now in many ways especially in the prospects of getting married. From the novel, we can say that the reasons why most women wanted to marry was because of money, property and social status whereas Men looked for qualities such as being able to cook, look pretty, speak French, sing well, play the piano etc in women they wanted to marry. In Addition, women who did not get married were left out alone and had to work as a governess, or live with their parents, or live-off their brothers. 

         In chapter 1, Jane Austen introduces us to Mr and Mrs Bennet. Mr and Mrs Bennet are an ordinary couple who have been married for twenty-three years with five daughters. Even though, they have grown up daughters and they have been married for twenty-three years, they do not get well as a good couple. Daily rows take place and they are not happy with each other. We can tell this by looking how Mrs Bennet addresses Mr Bennet. 

This Quote ‘“My Dear Mr Bennet”, said his lady to him one day’ tells us that they are very formal with each other. After spending, those many years with each other, they are expected to be in very comfortable and friendly terms but it is not so. They still address each other by their surname. Mr Bennet teases Mrs Bennet as he finds her annoying is often sarcastic with her. We can say so by looking at this Quote

“You want to tell me and I have no Objection to hearing it”. Here in this Quote, Mrs Bennet wanted to say something interesting to Mr Bennet but Mr Bennet doesn’t care what she talks about and doesn’t intend to give her proper answers. He is just being sarcastic with her because he finds her irritating. Whereas Mrs Bennet says “You take delight in vexing me”. She thinks so because often she doesn’t understand her husband’s sense of humour and thinks that Mr Bennet likes to wind her up. This tells us that Mr and Mrs Bennet do not get on so well and they are not as close as couples living together for twenty three years should be but Mr Bennet shows some love to Mrs Bennet by doing as she pleases.  

       Elizabeth Bennet, the second eldest daughter of the Bennet family has a very peculiar opinion of marriage for the 1800s. She was not like the women of the 1800’s who just wanted to marry for money, property, social status. She wanted to marry someone whom she could love. Instead of women who wanted to marry mostly rich men, she wanted to marry a man who was handsome, easy to get on with, who had good manners, etc. Elizabeth was a woman who had different views of marriage and wanted to marry for love not money. She was different to most women in the 1800’s.  She feels that there be should be enough time to know a man before you fall in love with him but Charlotte Lucas, her close friend had different opinions of marriage. 

Charlotte had a normal 1800’s view of marriage. She thinks that women should show men how they feel, their affection as men need encouraging and helps in securing a man. She thought Happiness in marriage is a chance. Charlotte thinks all couples grow apart and annoy each other. She feels it is better to marry a person quickly before you learn their faults. She just wants money and comfort. She married Mr Collins, even though she did not know him well because he was very rich and she was unmarried. She was thought at that time to be getting old to marry. So, she married Mr Collins without any hesitation even though, Elizabeth had said him to be the silliest man on Britain. When Charlotte hears that they are about to get married, she says:

“Engaged to Mr Collins! My dear Charlotte-impossible!”
This Quote is said by Elizabeth Bennet and she is expressing her utmost surprise. She is surprised because Charlotte, her close friend had decided to marry the man who had just recently been rejected by herself. She could not believe that Charlotte was marrying such a silly person whom she had met only a few times. Later on, after Mr Collins and Charlotte get married, Charlotte says to Elizabeth: 

“I am not romantic, you know; I never was. I ask only a comfortable home; and considering Mr. Collin’s character, connection, and situation in life, I am convinced that my chance of happiness with him is as fair as most people can boast on entering the marriage state.” 

Even though Charlotte did not truly love Mr Collins, she was happy in marrying him because she got what she had wanted. She got a comfortable home, rich husband, and all the luxuries of life. Charlotte says to Elizabeth that she was not romantic or ever was. She says that she got an opportunity in her life time and was happy to make that decision. Getting marriage proposal from such a rich man, even though he was silly was like a blessing for Charlotte who was getting old for marriage. 

  Mr Collins was among the richest man in town but was thought to be very silly and disgusting. Even though he was rich he did not have any common sense. When he saw the pretty Elizabeth, he thought of marrying her. He went to the Bennet house and asked for Elizabeth to marry him but since Elizabeth has different views about marriage rejected his proposal. Mr Collins thought that Elizabeth would never reject him because he had everything that a woman wanted for marriage. He had wealth, large property, a big house, lots of servants, social status, respected in society, etc. He was thought to be a very good catch but of Course Elizabeth did not intend to marry him. His three reasons to get married were:

Firstly “To set the example of matrimony”. We know that Mr Collins was a vicar of a church. He was respected by his church followers. He wanted to show his people an example of a respected man and married men were respected in the 1800s.
“Secondly, that I am convinced that it will add very greatly to my happiness”

From this line we can say that Mr Collins is telling Elizabeth that if she married him it would make him happy. When he says this, he does not think of Elizabeth’s happiness. He is a selfish man and only thinks about himself not the woman who he wants to marry.

“Thirdly-which perhaps I ought to have mentioned earlier, that it is the particular advice and recommendation of the very noble lady whom I have the honour of calling patroness.” 
This Quote tells us about one of the reasons why Mr Collins wanted to marry Elizabeth. One of the reasons was to please his patroness who happened to be Miss de Bourgh. She had told Mr Collins to get married as soon as possible. He was marrying Elizabeth to make someone else happy. In all the three reasons that Mr Collins stated, he did not say anything that would please Elizabeth or anything about love. He just wanted to get married. This was not true love which Elizabeth was looking for. So, she denied the proposal politely.
When Elizabeth refused to marry him, Mr Collins thought of trying again and again thinking that she rejected him just to lure him more. We can say that: 

“That it is usual with young ladies to reject the addresses of the man whom they secretly mean to accept” 

When the rich and proud Mr Collins got rejected by the humble Elizabeth, he couldn’t believe it. He thought that she was rejecting him because she wanted to marry him. He knew that most women looked for money; property in men. He knew he was rich and he was arrogant as well. He assumes that Elizabeth would marry him because he considered himself a good catch. But the truth was in fact that Elizabeth didn’t love Mr Collins. After she made it clear to him that she had no interest in him, Mr Collins who never really had strong feelings for her went off and asked Charlotte Lucas for marriage. Inevitably, Charlotte accepted the proposal and they both got married. We can say that they did not get on together well as a happy couple did, we can say so:
“When Mr Collins said anything of which his wife might reasonably be ashamed, which certainly was not unseldom, she involuntarily turned her eye on Charlotte. Once or twice she could discern a faint blush; but in general Charlotte wisely did not hear.”    

  This quote tells us about Mr Collins and Charlotte’s married life. Charlotte knew that Mr Collins was a very disgusting and silly man. He did not speak sensibly most of the time which caused Charlotte to suffer because she was now his wife. Mr Collins did not think before he spoke, which made Charlotte ashamed of him but she hid her feelings from others and pretended as if she had heard nothing at all. She mostly ignored what Mr Collins said. This quote tells us that he embarrassed his wife.    

“To work in this garden was one of his most respectable pleasures; and Elizabeth admired the command of countenance with which Charlotte talked of the healthfulness of the exercise, and owned she encouraged it as much as possible.”
This Quote tells us about how Mr Collins adores his vast lovely gardens and enjoys spending his time in them and about how Charlotte encouraged him to spend as much time as possible in those gardens. She wanted him to spend more time in his garden so that she could be far away from him. She manages to escape the marriage in this way. This also tells us that she hated being in Mr Collins Company.

“When Mr Collins could be forgotten, there was really an air of great comfort throughout, and by charlotte’s evident enjoyment of it, Elizabeth supposed he must be often forgotten.”
This Quote is told by the author. It is saying about Mr Collins and Charlotte’s married life. It says that Charlotte did enjoy the time in her house alone when Mr Collins was not around her. This tells us that Charlotte did not wish to be in company of her own husband. Charlotte did not truly love him and enjoyed spending all day without seeing him. After seeing Charlotte enjoy the time without any mentioning of Mr Collins, Elizabeth could see that Charlotte, her dear friend was very relaxed and happy. 
To conclude, from reading the novel Pride and Prejudice, I got to know about people in the 1800s and their behaviour towards love and marriage. Marriage was the most vital part of their lives and if women did not get married at a young age, they would hardly get married when they were older. Women would want to marry for wealth and for social status because this was the only way it could make them safe. As women got older, the more difficult it was to get married because I think men were interested in only young girls for marriage. We can say this because in the essay, we can see Mr Collins; a mid-aged man wanting to marry a young Elizabeth. In upper classes, Marriage was the only option was for women. If women were not married they would have to take as governess and that would make their lives very harsh. So, most of the women were forced to marry at an early age by their parents. The Parents of girls would set them up with appropriate gentlemen. Even if the girl didn’t like the man, she was forced to marry him. The marriage was planned and not spontaneous. The Women would only expect a man to have money, propery and status and hope that they got on with. Love was not something they expected from their husbands. It was very different to now. Now girls can choose whoever they want to marry. They have more freedom and less pressure from their parents. A woman in the 1800’s who would look for love was thought to be very peculiar at that time. But now these cases are found more. Hence, reading Pride and Prejudice we can say that, everything but mostly views about marriage and love has changed vastly.  

Candidate 3

Pride and Prejudice Essay                                                   

Pride and Prejudice was written by Jane Austen in 1813. In 1813 king George was on the throne and we had just won and finished the war with France; this made the UK very low on money. We also went through an economical depression due to the war we lost which was the 'American War Of independence'. We had lost virtually everything such as our colonies and a lot of money. It was considered a national disaster! People in the UK at this time were either rich or poor. There was also an era of social change; this was seen in the abolition of slavery, the reformation of prisons and also social justice. Also if you did not work you would end up in the workhouse! 

Women in the 1800's were considered inferior to men. If you were unfortunate enough to of been a woman in the 1800's, you would of done exactly what your father/husband told you to; you did not work and basically was totally owned by your father until you were married, and then your husband. Women did not have any rights however there were a group of women at this time called the 'suffragettes' that tried to get women rights by striking and rebelling against anything possible; the parties involved strong women with determination and ambition. Marriage, at this time, was the only way to improve a women status; so therefore you had to try to marry well. For example a rich man or a man who was of importance to your town. However, if you did not marry well, you would end up a governess. Men inherited money, so a father with all his daughters would pass his house down to the closest male relative. The male relative could evict female members of the household. Jane Austen did not marry because the love of her life was forced into a marriage with another women. All of Jane Austen's work was published anonymously; her first novel was called 'sense and sensibility'. She was an English novelist and her books appealed to the English middle and upper class. 

Pride and prejudice was a story of five sisters who's lives are turned upside down when two, wealthy gentlemen enter the neighbourhood. The plot follows the Bennet sisters' ups and downs of their love lives. 

From reading chapters 1-5 of Jane Austen’s ‘Pride and Prejudice’ I noticed that people married for money and a house to live in; a secure life and future. “It is a truth universally acknowledged that a single man in possession of a good fortune must be in want of a wife”

 People in this time very rarely married for love and it was also rare for women to refuse a proposal as a man never may propose again. “Oh, single, my dear, to be sure! A single man of large fortune, four or five thousand a year. What a fine thing for our girls!” This shows that women of this time only look for wealthy men to marry as who are normally married in their early 20’s and if you don’t marry well you have to live with a brother or your parents. The older you got in these times the less likely you were going to get married at all. 

       Women were always married at a young age because women in this time died earlier and it was dangerous if you were to have children in your late 20’s as complications occurred regularly. 

A typical married couple for an example in this time would be Mr and Mrs Bennet from ‘Pride and Prejudice’. They are not close at all and their relationship and feelings for each other haven’t developed since they first got married. “My dear Mr Bennet”, said his lady to him one day’. This quote shows that they are formal and that their relationship is uncomfortable as still after 23 years of marriage they still address each other by their surname. 

          Mr Bennet teases her as he finds her annoying. 

“You take delight in vexing me”, this shows that he likes to wind her up and she knows it. 

          Mrs Bennet doesn’t understand his humour which shows that they don’t know each other very well.

“For as you are as handsome as any of them, Mr Bingley might like you the best of the party”, 

“My dear you flatter me!” 

She doesn’t understand his humour and believes he is being truthful to her however he is being sarcastic and he constantly mocks her. 

Charlotte Lucas is 27 years of age and in this period of time she was considered old and so is desperate to get married as soon as possible. However if she doesn’t get married then she will have to live with her parents or with a male relative as a governess. Therefore when Mr Collins proposed to her she accepted without hesitation. As he is wealthy and respectable and she feels she can be happy with him. “Engaged to Mr Collins! My dear charlotte impossible!” This shows that he is not one of the most attractive men but is rich and Charlotte believes that she can tolerate him. Another reason she accepted his proposal is that she doesn’t expect love in marriage. “You must be surprised, very much surprised-so lately as Mr Collins was wishing to marry you. But when you have had time to think it over, I hope you will be satisfied with what I have done. I am not romantic, you know; I never was. I ask only for a comfortable home; considering Mr Collins’s character, connection, and situation in life, I am convinced that my chance of happiness with him is as fair as most people can boast on entering the marriage state.” This shows that she is comfortable with what he can offer money wise and that she is not interested in finding anything special; that she just wants a simple, wealthy future and with Mr Collins she could get that easily. Also she barely knows him but doesn’t care about this. Later on in marriage she encourages him to spend most of his time walking around their garden and doing outdoor activities so that she can have time to herself and she doesn’t have to put up with him. She is happy being on her own and is comfortable with her own company. 

However her best friend, Elizabeth Bennet, was the complete opposite to Charlotte Lucas with her views towards marriage. For example Elizabeth looks for love and happiness in marriage; she refused to marry for money. This is why she refused Mr Collins proposal because she doesn’t love or respect him and she knows she never will. “You are too hasty, sir,” she cried. “You forget that I have made no answer. Let me do it without further loss of time. Accept my thanks for the compliment you are paying me. I am very sensible of the honour of your proposals, but it is impossible for me to do otherwise than to decline them.” This quote from chapter 19 shows the reader that Elizabeth Bennet is not interested in marrying Mr Collins for money because also she does not love him and will not be happy nor satisfied with his company. She was also prepared to go against her parents wishes which in these days were very unusual and your parents’ wishes mattered the most. They were very important. 

Mr Collins only wants to marry for three reasons:

· He is a clergy man and wants to set an example

· It would add to his happiness 

· It would please his patron

“My reasons for marrying are, first, that I think it’s a right thing for a every clergy man in easy circumstances (like myself) to set an example of matrimony in his parish secondly, that I am convinced that it will add very greatly to my happiness; and thirdly-which perhaps I ought to have mentioned earlier, that it is the particular advice and recommendation of the noble lady whom I have to honour of calling patroness. Twice has she condescended to give her my opinion (unasked too!) on this subject.” This shows that he is more interested in pleasing himself and his patroness rather than the person he is willing to spend the rest of his life with. He clearly states that love is definitely not an option. These reasons for marriage, through Elizabeth’s eyes were not acceptable as he did not mention love. Love is not one of his interests when it comes to marriage. “My situation in life, my connections with the family of de Bourgh, and my relationship to your own, are circumstances highly in my favour; and you should take into further consideration, that in spite of your manifold attraction, it is by no mean certain that another offer of marriage may ever be made you.” This shows that Mr Collins couldn’t believe that Elizabeth refused his proposal; he thought she was being modest and teasing him. He thought he was a good catch. I think he thinks too highly of himself. You also know that Mr Collins didn’t have any feelings for Elizabeth because he went straight to Charlotte ad proposed to her. Charlotte Lucas was becoming old for a woman in these times and also is not bothered if she marries for love or money. All she knows when she accepts Mr Collins proposal is that she thinks she could put up with him and be happy getting married as she prefers this to living with her parents or with another wealthy, male relative. 

To conclude, People married for money and social status; certainly not for love. As you get older it was far more difficult for women to get married so the older you were the less chance you had of getting married at all! In the upper class marriage was the only option otherwise they would become a governess. Marriage was always planned not spontaneous. Women didn’t have high expectations of happiness and love in marriage; they only wanted someone they could get along with and who treated them well. The parents of girls would have targets and aims to marry their daughters off well and would set them up/introduce them to wealthy men whenever the chance to. A woman in the 1800’s who was looking for love in marriage was considered peculiar. 

Candidate 4

Pride and Prejudice essay


Pride and prejudice was written by Jane Austen in 1813. In 1813 King George III was on the throne. With King George III on the throne this meant that society was run for men by men.  1813 was part of the Georgian era in England, there were many wars at this time and people were either very rich or very poor. Also, if you didn't work you ended up in the workhouse, a place where people who were unable to support themselves could go to live and work. There were a lot of wars in the Georgian era, the Napoleonic Wars dragging on for nearly a quarter of a century.  

In the 1800's women were considered inferior to men. Women did what their father or husband told them to and marriage was the only way to improve your status, so, women tried to marry well. If you were pretty, could play the piano, speak a different language etc. you could get a good husband as men looked for a "perfect" wife. If this was not the case, you would be a governess.  The only way you could get out of an abusive relationship or a bad marriage was death. Women could get beaten or even raped by men at this time and get away with it. Also, in the 1800's, men inherited all the money, so a father with all daughters would have to pass his house to the nearest male relative and the male relative could force the wife and daughters to leave with no money or anywhere to live, but usually, the male relative would leave at least some money for them to live off. Moreover on marriage, all money passes to your husband so you would not have any to yourself. 


Jane Austen's favourite novel was Pride and Prejudice. She was born on 16th December 1775 at Steventon rectory. She was the seventh child and second daughter of a rector. Out of her brothers, two were clergymen, one inherited rich estates in Kent and Hampshire from a distant cousin and the two youngest became Admirals in the Royal Navy. Her only sister Cassandra, like Austen herself, never married. Austen had a theory that women could still marry for love. When she was twenty-one, she fell in love with Tom Lefroy. Their feelings for each other were strong and visible to their friends and neighbours. But the Lefroy family intervened and sent him away at the end of January, leaving Austen heartbroken. Moreover, they both knew marriage was impractical as neither had any money and he was dependent on a great-uncle in Ireland to finance his education and establish his legal career. Tom Lefroy was carefully kept away from the Austen family and Jane Austen never saw him again. She died peacefully on 18th July 1817 possibly with Addison's disease.


Pride and Prejudice opens with Mr and Mrs Bennett having a conversation about a wealthy young man named Mr Bingley, arriving in their neighbourhood. Mrs Bennett would like Mr Bingley to marry one of her five daughters Jane, Elizabeth, Mary, Kitty and Lydia and is asking Mr Bennett to introduce himself to Mr Bingley.  Jane and Elizabeth, being the eldest, had desperation to marry, whether it being for love or money. 

From my reading of Pride and Prejudice I have learnt that the views on love and marriage in the 1800's are different from today's society. In the 1800's the society thought you had to be married to lead a happy life, you did not have to be in love. Women married for money as this was the easier option opposed to falling in love for example, Mr and Mrs Bennet were a clear example of this, they don't appear to be much in love with each other as they have be married for many years and still call each other by their last names; "my dear Mr Bennet". This quotation also shows that the Bennett relationship isn't very understanding. When Mrs Bennett says 

"You don’t have compassion on my poor nerves" this shows me that Mrs Bennett does not think Mrs Bennett is in love with her and he loves teasing her. The women's parents had to marry their daughters off well as shown in Pride and Prejudice, Mr and Mrs Bennet have a hard time trying to help get all five of their daughters engaged.  Nowadays people are more likely to marry when they fall in love. There is no pressure to get married for money. Women get a choice of who they marry, their parents do not have a say in who they marry after they are over the age of eighteen, unlike Pride and Prejudice where Mr and Mrs Bennet are trying to marry off their eldest who is in her early twenty's. 

Elizabeth Bennet believed in marrying for love, there are many discussions of her talking about how she would like to marry for that reason. In Pride and Prejudice Elizabeth refuses Mr. Collins proposal as she doesn’t love him and realises that she will never respect him. Elizabeth explains that she is willing not to marry if she does not fall in love, 

"I am perfectly serious in my refusal. You could not make ME happy." She says this to Mr. Collins just after his proposal, meaning that he could never make her happy and she wants happiness out of marriage. Thus, going against her mothers wishes for her to marry a rich man.  

Charlotte Lucas is the complete opposite to Elizabeth Bennet, she is desperate to get married as she is twenty-seven years old and in the 1800's that was considered the time where you were supposed to be married and have children. She doesn’t expect love; she wants comfort and thinks she could tolerate Mr. Collins. 

"…I am 27 years old and not yet married and will probably not get another chance,,," Charlotte mean that she is getting too old and needs to marry or she will end up having to live with her parents, when they die she would have to become a governess (maid). This makes it understandable that she accepts Mr. Collins proposal as he is fairly rich and respectful also, he is soon to inherit the Bennett's household.  She has only known Mr. Collins for a few days but doesn’t care about that as she is considered fairly plain. After Charlotte Lucas married Mr. Collins, she did not see him a lot as she encouraged him to take walks around his garden and go and see his patron to keep him busy. She spent most of her time in her room and enjoyed looking after their house.  Even though she is alone most of the time, she enjoys it, no love formed between Mr. Collins and Charlotte, they just tolerate each other 

Mr. Collins is an arrogant character. He only has three reasons to be married these being

 "My reasons for marrying are, first, that I think it a right thing for every clergyman in easy circumstances (like myself) to set the example of matrimony in his parish; secondly, that I am convinced that it will add very greatly to my happiness; and thirdly- which perhaps I ought to have mentioned earlier, that it is the particular advice and recommendation of the very noble lady who I have the honour of calling patroness". Mr. Collins is so conceited he was extremely surprised by Elizabeth refusal of his proposal and thought she was testing him. Also, Mr. Collins thought he was a good catch due to his wealth and his soon being of inheriting the Bennet's household. Elizabeth realises that Mr. Collins must've had no feelings for her as he went straight to Charlotte Lucas and proposed to her after Elizabeth's refusal. 
Unfinished version

Candidate 5

                                        Pride and Prejudice essay.

Pride and prejudice was written by Jane Austen in 1813. In 1813 King George was on the throne. In 1813 the society was a Patriarchal society men controlled and owned women, it was a society run for men by men. The women were inferior. In this time you were either very rich or very poor and if you didn’t work you ended up in a workhouse. There was also wars going on around this era, these wars were, the war of 1812. The war lasted from 1812 to 1815 and was fought between the United States of America and the United Kingdom and Ireland and its colonies, including Upper Canada (Ontario), Lower Canada (Quebec), Nova Scotia, Newfoundland and Bermuda. Another war was the war between Great Britain and France this war started in 1793.This would have made life in the Georgian times very difficult.

Women’s living in the 1800’s was very difficult for many reasons. All women were inferior to men. They had to do what they were told to do by their fathers or husband. The only way a women could improve her status would be to marry well. Marriage was not always for love either it was mainly for support or money it was rare that you would marry for love. If a women was to marry she would have too pass over all of her money to her husband. If women did not marry they could become a governess and go and live in a big house and teach children. Jane Austen did not marry neither did her sister they both died un-married but they both lived and were supported by their brother.. Men inherited so a father with all daughters would have to pass his house to the nearest male relative, this was not very good as the male relative could kick everyone who lived in the house out. 

Jane Austen was born on the 16th December 1775 in the village of Steventon in Hampshire. She was one of eight children. She began to write as a teenager Jane and her brother were very close, her brother helped her negotiate with a publisher and her first novel , ‘Sense and sensibility’ , appeared in 1811.Her next novel ‘Pride and Prejudice’ which she described as her ‘own darling child.’ Received very good reviews. All of Jane Austen’s novels were published anonymously, this was so that she would have more interest because a lot of people would have not brought it if they knew it was written by a woman. In 1816 Jane Austen began to suffer from ill health, probably due to Addison’s disease. She traveled to Winchester to receive treatment but there she died on 18th July 1817.two more novels, ‘Persuasion’ and ‘Northangler Abbey’ were published posthumously and a final novel was left incomplete.

From reading Pride and Prejudice it is clear that love and marriage were viewed differently in Austen’s time for example in today’s society the main reason people marry is generally only for love. However in Austen’s time it was very different and people married mostly for security.

From reading the book ‘Pride and Prejudice’ I have realised that Charlotte Lucas is a typical character for the 1800’s as she doesn’t expect to marry for love 

‘Happiness in marriage is entirely a matter of chance.’

We can see that Charlotte Lucas thinks you rarely marry for love and happiness is only of chance. She has many reasons to marry him but none of them are for love. Charlotte Lucas accepts Mr. Collins proposal because she believes that she is never going to marry for love, She knows that if she does not accept his proposal she may never get another offer as she is considered plain and getting too old for marriage and childbirth.27 years of age was considered old as childbirth was better done at a younger age as a lot of women died due to blood loss and the older women got the more likely they were to die. Mr. Collins is also rich which was more acceptable in Austen’s time as a man could have an awful personality and be extremely rude but they would be excused if they were wealthy.

‘His pride,’ said miss Lucas,’ does not offend me so much as pride often does, because there is an excuse for it. One cannot wonder that so very fine young man, with family, fortune, everything in his favour, should think highly of herself .If I might so express it, he has the right to be proud.’

This is saying that he has a right to be proud so he can have an excuse for his poor behavior and rudeness because he is rich. 

Charlotte Lucas thinks that she can tolerate him as she does not yet know his faults. If she does not marry him she will have to live with her parents until they die then she may have to become a governess. Charlotte Lucas just wanted to marry for security 

When Elizabeth Bennet went to visit Charlotte Lucas after her marriage to Mr. Collins Charlotte explained to Elizabeth how she tolerated him, by sending him to see his patron and walking in the garden to keep him busy. Charlotte now spends most of her time in her parlor. She spends much of her time alone in her room.

Charlotte Lucas has had to learn to tolerate being alone.

Despite being alone most of the time she said she is the happiest she has ever been as she is able to look after her own house.

These are charlottes main ways of coping with married life.

By Charlotte being alone this shows they have not grown to love each other.

After analyzing Mr. Collins I have realized that he wants to marry for only three reasons: He is a clergy man and he wants to set an example, it would add to his happiness and It would please his patron.

Mr. Collins never mentioned love in any of his reasons, they were all mainly to please other people and because he wanted to set an example. The only reason for himself was for his happiness but this still has not me to do with love.

He thought that he was a good catch and that Elizabeth would be happy to accept his proposal.

‘That it is usual with young ladies to reject the addresses of the man whom they secretly mean to accept, when he first applies for their favour; and that some times the refusal is repeated a second, or even a third time. I am therefore by no means discouraged by what you have just said, and shall hope to lead you to the altar ere long.’

This shows that when Elizabeth turned him down he did not expect it and just put it down to her being modest/teasing him.

 Mr. Collins feelings were obviously not very deep as when Elizabeth turned him down he went off and straight away asked Charlotte to marry him and she accepted as she did not yet know his faults. 

‘The strangeness of Mr. Collins’s making two offers of marriage within three days was nothing in comparison of his now being accepted.’

This shows that Mr. Collins just wanted to marry a woman. As he made 2 proposals in one day and one got accepted.

From reading ‘Pride and Prejudiced’ I have realised that Elizabeth is very odd for her time as she only wants to marry for love 

‘I know not how to express my refusal in such a way as to convince you its being one’

In this quote Elizabeth refuses Mr. Collins proposal of marriage as she doesn’t love him. She will only marry for love
 This is also shown in the book when she turns down Mr. Collins proposal because she doesn’t love him.

‘You could not make me happy’

This shows that she wants to be happy in a relationship and along with happiness would come love. She knows she will never love or respect him. She wants to marry someone that she can love and talk to who is also intellectual. In chapter four Elizabeth and charlotte discuss what a man ought to be they came up with:

‘Sensible’, ‘good humored’, ‘lively’, ‘happy manners’ and ‘Good breeding’  

  If she does not find love she is willing to live without being married. Elizabeth does not care if she goes against her mums wishes in marriage.

‘But depend upon it, Mr. Collins,’ she added, ‘that Lizzy shall be brought to reason .I will speak to her about it myself directly. She is a very headstrong foolish girl, and does not know her own interest; but I will make her know it.’ 

This shows that Elizabeth’s mother was going to make her agree to marry Mr. Collins, and that Mrs. Bennet thinks that Elizabeth is foolish for not accepting Mr. Collins proposal.

Mr. and Mrs. Bennet are a good example of marriage in the 1800’s.They never even fell in love even after 23 years of marriage they still spoke to each other very formally,

‘My dear Mr. Bennet,’ said his lady to him one day.

This shows that their relationship is uncomfortable as even after 23 years of marriage they are still calling each other by their surnames. Mrs. Bennet does still not understand his humor which shows the two still do not know each other very well,

‘For you are as handsome as any of them, Mr. Bingly might like you best of the party.’ 

This shows she does not understand his sense of humor as she replies, 

‘I certainly have had my fair share of beauty.’

Mr bennet teases her as he finds mrs bennet annoying.

‘you take delight in vexing me.’ 

This shows that Mr bennet is annoyed by her nerves, So he teases her.
