
Year 9 Talent Show: Introduction for Teachers
3 examplars are provided, one for each of the three main tasks.  Links to these exemplars can be found in the relevant section of the schemes of work.

The “Talent Show” project uses an approach to the teaching of ICT which is different from that taken by the KS3 units of work produced by the National Strategy. Many of these units tend to focus on a relatively narrow range of learning objectives and use a number of contexts throughout a unit. The Talent Show project uses an approach which is commonly described as a “Learning Journey” approach. A wide range of learning objectives is covered through the use of a single context. Most do not have to be completed in any particular order although there are tasks that have to be completed at the start and at the end of the unit.
Pupils are asked to attempt a number of challenges or tasks relating to the planning and organisation of a Talent Show to be held at the school for pupils of their own age.  The completion of these tasks all need the use of ICT. The inspiration for this project stems from the approach to learning taken by the very successful Diploma in Digital Applications (DIDA) initiative offered at Key Stage 4 by the Edexcel examination board.  

The project may be of use to schools looking for:

· A more engaging end of Key Stage 3 summative assessment.
· A more “joined up” approach to the teaching and learning ICT knowledge, skills and understanding.

· A manageable and effective preparation for Year 9 pupils prior to delivery of a DIDA course at KS4.
The project will be accessible to all pupils through the provision of a number of differentiated tasks. 

For teachers, an outline scheme of work will be provided. This will offer guidance on how the delivery of the unit can be managed to enable the learning of new concepts and techniques to take place, prior to task completion.  A skills checklist will be provided for each of the tasks. Guidance will also be provided on how the project can be extended to accommodate the top National Curriculum levels of attainment.

Outline Scheme of Work
The following is a suggested approach which assumes that pupils already have been introduced to many of the skills necessary to complete the project.  The project can, of course, be used as a context to introduce and develop all the skills and the scheme of work would have to be adapted accordingly.

How can relevant competencies, skills and techniques be learned?

The project may be used as a formal summative assessment based on the assumption that all the competencies have already been acquired by the pupils. More typically, most pupils will need support either by being taught new competencies or by being reminded about competencies acquired in the past. A number of approaches may be taken:
· All competencies, skills and techniques are taught before the project.

· Critical and relevant competencies, skills and techniques are taught to the whole class at critical times throughout the project. 

· Competencies, skills and techniques are taught to small groups or individuals as pupils work through the project.

· A combination of all these approaches may be taken.

In practice, the approach taken by the teacher will depend on a wide range of factors including the manageability of the group, established ways of working and the existing level of pupil expertise
	OUTLINE SCHEME OF WORK
(based on a 1 hour lesson)

	Lesson


	Main Focus
	Notes: including differentiation
	ICT competencies, skills and techniques needed.

	1
	Introduction and choosing the acts.

Introduction to the context of preparing for a school talent show.

Class discussion to identify tasks needed to be completed and which would need ICT.

Demonstration of the complete project on the IWB and discussion of how pupils will be expected to work through the tasks.
Pupils attempt the first task “Choosing the Acts”
	The teacher will need to clarify how the skills needed to complete the tasks will be learned by the pupils as they work through the project.
A possible approach to the first task is to use a discussion forum on the school’s e-learning system. Pupils can be invited to “post” an act for the Talent Show and then select 10 acts from those posted by other pupils.

Other methods might include group discussion work with pupils writing ideas for acts on large size paper and displaying. Pupils then select ten acts from those displayed
	If an e-learn system is used, pupils will need to know how to participate in discussion forums.


	2
	Planning.
	This task  is included in this project as a way of preparing pupils for the Planning Task which is an essential feature of the Edexcel DIDA Specification Project Briefs. If pupils are not following this course at KS4, the teacher may decide to skip this task.
It is possible that only more able pupils will be able to attempt the completion of a GANTT chart. Less able pupils can simply construct a table in which they list order of tasks, estimated time and actual time taken.
	A number of spreadsheet skills can be included:
· formatting cells

· merging cells

· conditional formatting

The concept of GANTT charts will need to be introduced.

	3
	Seating and financial plans.
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	Pupils will need to be reminded of the brief. Pupils are unlikely to be aware of how a spreadsheet can be used in this way and a demonstration of an exemplar could be very beneficial.
This lesson could be a structured lesson in which the skills required to design an effective system are taught. 

Less able pupils can be encouraged to design a system for which there is only one type of ticket and thus only one ticket price. More able pupils should be encouraged to consider a system which allows for up to three different ticket types such as adults, children and concessions.
	A wide range of skills will need to be developed and might include:
· formatting cells

· merging cells

· validation

· countif

· conditional formatting

· absolute cell referencing

· paste link

· use of appropriate formulae.

	4
	Seating and financial plans.
	Pupils can be encouraged to continue with or start their system. Individual and/or small group work to support or extend particular pupils. 
	

	5
	Designing the tickets

	The teacher can discuss with the class what the issues are involved in designing an appropriate ticket for the Talent Show.
	The graphic design skills taught will depend to some extent on the software being used.

	6
	Creating a presentation to promote the event.
	The teacher should remind pupils if the brief to create three slides only, each of which have a particular purpose. 
If Powerpoint is used, pupils can be encouraged to include graphic design from a graphic design programme.

Simple animation can also be included.
	If using Powerpoint, pupils are likely to be familiar with many of its features. Additional features may include the use of “Master” slides and slide transition control.

	7 and 8
	Completion and review.
	These two lessons can be used for pupils to complete any unfinished work and to attempt the Review task. This task is included as an attempt to prepare pupils for the Review Task which is an essential feature of Edexcel DIDA Specimen Project Briefs.
	

	Further extension:

Students could be encouraged to design and create their own e-portfolio web site to present the work they have completed. This would be particularly useful if pupils are to be entered for a DIDA course in Year 10.
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