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Modern Foreign Languages: How far will your languages take you?
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This scheme of work has been completely re-designed to enthuse pupils with a passion for languages and raise their levels of achievements.

We aim to challenge, provoke, build up confidence, change the ethos of MFL and have fun!

Pupils are at the heart of the course to allow them to express themselves about what really matters to them at this stage in their lives.

By focusing on oral skills pupils will learn that languages are a lifelong practical communication skill rather than an abstract concept confined to the classroom.

Karine Kleywegt

Head of Modern Foreign Languages

July 2006
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Key principles of MFL @ Hugh Christie
Lesson objectives:

The lesson objective(s) should be:

- displayed, visible and referred to throughout the three-part lesson.
- written up in the TL and in English.

- written up in question form whenever practical.

For example:

L’Objectif: 





Quelle est la date de ton anniversaire?

What is the date of your birthday?

- written up steps/stages/building blocks to meet objective can be displayed (particularly with boys) e.g.

	Numbers 1-31
	+
	Months
	=
	When is your birhday? (In the target language)


- Does wording should also be included.

- Phrases such as “by the end of this lesson…” “To be successful today, we need to…” should also be used.

Writing/Copying off the board:

- Should be kept to an absolute minimum. The focus is on oral skills.

- Lesson objectives should not be copied off the board.

- Vocabulary lists should be pre-prepared and issued to pupils.

- This frees up valuable time to focus on oral skills and using language for communication rather than practicing handwriting.

New vocabulary:

- Should be taught through VAK as often as possible e.g.
- The teacher provides an auditory model (A)

- Spellings of the word provide support visual learners (V)

- Spellings to be displayed in line with departmental colour coding policy (V)





- Activities, such as mime, allow kinaesthetic learners to be more involved (K)

- Combining VAK makes MFL multi sensory-learning therefore multiplying chances of success

- Short cuts should be used whenever possible such as splitting vocabulary into groups e.g. masculine/feminine, by constructions, etc.
- Various techniques should be used for repetition and reinforcement

- Vocabulary should be presented in the form which pupils will use most often (Mi padre not El padre).
- This allows pupils to progress quickly, communicate effectively without having to worry about grammar.

- In order for the lesson to be successful, pupils should be able to use their newly acquired vocabulary for communication.

Grammar:

- Grammar should be taught. Without it pupils will never be able to progress beyond the “phrase-book stage”.
- Vocabulary and structures should be presented in the form which pupils will use most often.
- Grammar should be taught and practised once pupils know the vocabulary and structures e.g. difference between al cine and el cine.
- Pupils should then be given a set of previously unseen words and apply the pattern accordingly.
- This allows for key linguistic skills to be put in place to accelerate learning over the key stage.
Progression:

- Giving pupils a sense of progression is vital to keep them motivated to learn

- Pupils must be given a sense of progression in every lesson.

- 75 minute lessons provide ample time to progress from 0 mph to 60 mph!

- Teacher should refer to where the group is now, where they were and where they are going next.

- Plenaries provide an ideal opportunity for pupils to demonstrate progression and gain a sense of achievement.
- Success breeds success.

Success:

- All pupils should feel/be made to feel that they are successful in languages

- Questions such as “Who feels they were successful in this lesson/activity?” are valid to encourage a feeling of success

- Effective differentiation is critical to achieve this outcome

- Differentiation solely by outcome is not conducive to building success

- Many different types of differentiation should be used.

Teaching and learning:

- What is a good MFL lesson? 











Language study skills:

- Teaching content alone will not make pupils successful linguists

- Pupils should be taught skills to allow them to study languages more efficiently

- Time doing this is well spent and will reap great benefits in the long term

Modern Foreign Languages: How far will your languages take you?
Unit overviews
The following pages contain an overview for each unit. This includes:
· topic areas

· grammar points
· vocabulary

· structures

It also provides a quick reference for

· resources available in the department

· tried and tested activities (please add more to the list as you go along)

· ideas to cater for pupils’ learning styles

· tips to help pupils overcome some of the (please contribute new strategies)

This scheme of work is not perfect! It is intended as a living document for colleagues to add ideas and suggestions. This constant input is vital to enable us to become more effective as teachers so that our pupils can attain higher levels. 

[image: image4.png]


Your comments are valued and much appreciated. Thank you!

	Module 1
	Grammar
	Vocabulary/Structures
	Outcomes

	Me
· Greetings

· Feelings

· Name

· Age

· French alphabet

· Dates

· Numbers 1-31


	None whatsoever!
Unit designed for fast oral progression.
	Estoy bien (gracias)

Me llamo ___
Tengo  ___ anos
Bastante bien 

Estoy mal / fatal
Mi cumpleaños es el… de e...
Se escribe…

Hoy es el 5 de septiembre

	¿Cómo estás?
¿Cómo te llamas?
 ¿Cuántos años tienes?
¿Cuál es la fecha de tu cumpleaños?
¿Qué fecha es hoy? 

¿Cómo  se dice/escribe…en inglés?
¿Qué es?


Module 1

	Resources
	Activities
	VAK learning strategies
	Tips

	
	
	
	


	Module 2
	Grammar
	Vocabulary/Structures
	Outcomes

	Where I live
· Types of accommodation

· Countries

· Home

· House furniture


	Introduction of gender
(Brief explanation and no practice at this stage)
Pupils are aware of genders

Prepositions
	Vivo en (+town)

Vivo en (+ country)

Vivo en una casa
Es…

Hay …
Aquí está…
En mi casa, hay …..

En mi dormitorio hay…

la planta baja

la primera planta
	¿Dónde vives?
¿Como es tu casa?

¿Como es tu dormitorio?


Module 2
	Resources
	Activities
	VAK learning strategies
	Tips

	
	
	
	Strategies to learn vocab including genders need to be taught early on


	Module 3
	Grammar
	Vocabulary/Structures
	Outcomes

	My family and pets
· Pets

· Likes and dislikes

· Colours
· Family members

· Age

· Numbers 31-100

	Opinions

Gender

Singular and plural

definite + indefinite articles

Adjectives

Possessive adjectives

He is /she is

He has /she has … yrs old

1st, 2nd,3rd person singular
singular forms of to have and to be.
Extension: his, her (singular and plural)
	Tengo  (+pets)

No tengo animales

Me gusta

No me gusta

Me encanta

Odio

Soy
Preferio

Se llama…

Se… (+ adjectives)


	¿Tienes un animal en casa?

Descríbelo
¿Cómo se llama?
¿Cuántas personas hay en tu familia?
¿Tienes hermanos y hermanas?

¿Cuántos años tienes?

¿De qué color son tus ojos/pelo?

Describe una persona en tu familia.


Module 3
	Resources
	Activities
	VAK learning strategies
	Tips

	
	
	
	


	Module 4
	Grammar
	Vocabulary/Structures
	Outcomes

	My free time
· Sports

· Leisure activities

· Times of day

· Seasons

· Weather
	I play + opinion
Full paradigms of to have and to be
infinitive

subject pronouns

present tense 
	· Juego (+ deporte) / Practico

· Las estaciónes
En la primavera

En el  verano / otoño / invierno
Hace bien/mal etc.

· Los actividades

· Los deportes

· Los opiniones

· Por la tarde / noche

· Por la mañana / semana 

	¿Qué actividad es esta?
¿Qué tiempo hace?

¿Practicas deportes?

¿Cuál estación es esta?


Module 4

	Resources
	Activities
	VAK learning strategies
	Tips

	
	
	
	


	Module 5
	Grammar
	Vocabulary/Structures
	Outcomes

 

	My town and my Region

· At the tourist office

· Directions

· Distances

· Places in a town

Leisure venue
	full verb to go

To the + genders

Differentiation

Positions (behind, in front of, next to etc.)
	Voy …

Hay…

Hasta…

Delante del

Detrás (del /de la)
Al lado del etc.

Está a/lejos/cerca etc.

Tome la primera / segunda / calle a la derecha / izquierda
	¿Adónde vas?

¿Para ir al / a la… por favor?
¿Tiene…por favor?
¿Dónde vives?
Describe tu ciudad.
¿Qué hay para las turistas?


Module 5
	Resources
	Activities
	VAK learning strategies
	Tips

	
	
	
	


	Module 6
	Grammar
	Vocabulary/Structures
	Outcomes

	My routine
· Time

· Time of day

· Daily routine
· Meal times

· Food and drinks

· Breakfast food and drink

· Refuse and accept food

· Table etiquette


	Time

'Some' in all genders.
full verb of to have
To eat, To start 
 to drink singular forms only
negative 
	La hora

Mi routina

Comer

Bebo

Como

¡ Muchas gracias!

¡Es delicioso / rico!
Es....

Son...
	Háblame de tu rutina
 ¿Qué tomas normalmente? 

…Para desayunar / De desayuno
…Para almorzar / De almuerzo
…Para almorzar / De almuerzo

¿Qué hora es?


Module 6
	Resources
	Activities
	VAK learning strategies
	Tips

	
	
	
	


